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editorial
Our world is a kaleidoscope of the
new and improved. Mind-boggling
technology, gargantuan data banks and
the ability to communicate worldwide,

On the Cover: Storm waves crash at
Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse, Nova Scotia.
Via Magazine is published annually by a
group of Christians who desire to share
with you the good news of God’s salvation
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

allow us to be at a pinnacle of
development. But, are we better off for
all of these advancements? How do we
explain the increase of teenage suicides
and depression, rampant violence, the
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threat of impending terrorist attacks,
moral decadence, and the disintegration
of our families?

4

I Thought

5

Real Meaning

trouble and turmoil, Via Magazine

7

The Greatest Price

offers a message of hope and peace

8

Religious Boredom

in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

9

The Book of Life

He is the answer to your personal and

10

Teen Talk

spiritual needs.

10

I Sit Alone

12

The Two Roads Chart

14

Children’s Feature

15

Big Work, Small Place

16

Meeting God

17

The Answer is Peace

18

Beyond Religion

and in the life to come. If you reject

20

The Lighthouse

Him, you have nothing to gain in time

22

Free Literature

and everything to lose in eternity.

In the midst of a world fraught with

If you accept Christ now as your
Saviour, you will enter the door onto
the narrow way that leads to Heaven.
You can see this depicted on the chart
in the centre of this magazine. With
the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, you
have everything to gain in this life

I thought
We sat at the airport and watched her. She
was immaculately and expensively dressed
and approached the check-in desk with all
the confidence of an experienced traveller.
We could not hear the conversation that
took place, but we could read the body
language. The clerk shook her head and
shrugged her shoulders. The would-be
traveller’s bubble of confidence burst and
she began to cry. As she walked forlornly
away, her tears mixed with her mascara,
and ran down her face. What a change!
“Can we help in any way?” we asked
her. “No,” she wept. “My passport is
out of date and I cannot travel. I have
a most important appointment at my
destination and now I’ve missed it. I’ll
never have another opportunity. I thought
everything was in order. I have no time to
get a passport now.”
No one could help her. Her future
plans were destroyed. She depended on
something false for the future. What a
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disappointment! Yet multitudes make the
same mistake.
I wonder if you are depending on
something false for your future? I don’t
mean in a physical way, but in a spiritual
way regarding your plans to get to Heaven.
You may have spent a lot on the outward
trappings. Your religious devotions may
be in order; and your charitable nature
could not be questioned, but do you have
the correct passport to get to Heaven?
There is only one passport that will take
a sinner to Heaven, and it never needs to
be renewed. It is very expensive and yet
is freely available. The tremendous cost
was, “the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter
1:19). This alone has the power to cleanse
us from our sins (1 John 1:7). We cannot
do this by our works, “For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians
2:8).
This ‘passport’ is available for all who
place their personal faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ for their eternal destiny. “For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16). It will be too
late for you to get the passport when you
leave this world. Don’t be left crying, “I
thought. . .”
“Now is the accepted time; behold, now
is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).
The cross of Christ is all my boast,
His blood my only plea;
My passport to the realms of bliss
Is Jesus died for me.
Assembly Testimony

real
MEANING

Does life have any real meaning or purpose?
Why are we here? In my search for the
answer to these questions, I turned to
drugs. I am ashamed of the things that I
did to support my drug habit, even though
all my sins are under the blood of Christ.
That one Great Sacrifice at Calvary has
made me perfect in the sight of God.
I was married when I was twenty years
old and brought my wife into my misery.
We had a little girl. By that time I knew I
was a hopeless addict. One day a lady called
to take our daughter to some children’s
meetings. I asked her what she was. She
said, “I am a Christian.” She told me that
the Lord Jesus had died to take the punishment for her sins, and when she trusted
Him she belonged to Christ, and that meant
a Christian.
Later two men visited us. I said, “You and
I are like people stranded on a desert island.
We have told ourselves that a big ship is
going to come and take us off the island.
That is what keeps us going from day to day
– we have our big ship. This syringe is my
big ship. It gets me from day to day. Your
Jesus and your salvation are your big ship,
but really we are just in the same boat.”
“I want to read something to you,” one of
the gentlemen replied, and he read from

Isaiah 53. I can’t tell you one verse he read,
but I know that in the middle of a dark
empty existence, there was just the faint
gleam of a hope that softened and touched
me the first time I heard it.
“I know the Jesus story. Anybody could
write something like that,” I said.
“But not 700 years before it happened,”
he responded, “and besides, who told you it
was talking about Jesus?” It just came to me
that everything God said would happen,
did happen, and I was afraid.
One of the men kept coming back. I
would tell him what a righteous drug
addict I was, and he would say, “You know,
it is a wonderful thing that God loves you
and sent His Son to die for you.” He told
me that Christ was the Savior and no matter how vile you were, “this
Man receiveth sinners”
(Luke 15:2). One day, tears
were in his eyes as he said,

➔
Via 5

“It seems so obvious and yet so simple
that the Lord Jesus did it all.”

“Oh Peter, salvation is not only the joy of
receiving Christ, it is being delivered from
a real Hell. Unless you get serious about
this matter you are going to die in your sin
and go to Hell.”
That night I went to a party, but I still
couldn’t forget his words. I told my friend,
“Billy, I have to go. I can’t stay
here. I am going to Hell.” Billy
said, “We are all going to Hell.”
“But,” I replied, “someone told
me there was a way out, and if
there is a way out I have to find
it.” “You go and I’ll cover for
you,” Billy responded, “but if
you ever get it, let me know.”
The next night I was invited
to a Bible reading. No matter what portion they were reading they
would say, “Isn’t it wonderful that ‘Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners’
and there is no limit to the mercy of God?”
After the meeting a man asked me if I was
saved. “No,” I replied, “but I really want to
be saved. I don’t want to go to Hell.”
I just couldn’t understand how I could
know my sins forgiven. Finally he said,
“The Word of God tells you that the work
that can take you to Heaven has been perfectly done. If that is not enough, you will
just have to go to Hell.”
I thought, “I can’t live knowing that I am
going to Hell with all the sins I will have
to account for, and I certainly can’t die
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that way.” I started to cry and said, “I don’t
want to go to Hell. Please help me!” “The
Bible tells us that the very worst sinner is in
Heaven tonight because of the power of the
blood of Christ,” he replied. “It’s too bad it
isn’t enough for you!”
It just dawned on me that the God who
told me that I was going to
Hell was also telling me that
the worst sinner could be in
Heaven. At that moment I
couldn’t think of one reason why it wasn’t enough for
me. I realized that I could
go to Heaven because of the
power that was in the blood
of Christ.
I bowed my head and
prayed. “It seems so obvious and yet so
simple that the Lord Jesus did it all. Because
of Him I can go to Heaven. Lord, is that it?
Is that salvation?” I looked down at the
Bible and saw three words, “It is finished.”
It seemed as if God was saying, “Peter that
is it.” I cried, “Oh God, it is not fair! It is not
fair that I should do all the sinning and that
He should do all the suffering.”
God saved me that night. “He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him, and with His
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
Peter Orasuk

“Ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things,
as silver and gold . . .
but with the precious
blood of Christ”

the greatest price
The small ingot of gold held in my hand was worth $350,000. Gold bars were stacked
from the floor to the ceiling. I was looking at a vast fortune in pure gleaming gold!
In another room I saw an electric furnace which was melting millions of dollars
worth of gold to be poured into moulds. After passing through a detecting machine,
I walked out of the heavily guarded building with the friend who had made possible
my unique tour of the Canadian Mint in Ottawa, Canada.

A Steal of a Deal

The United States has made a few astounding purchases with its money. In 1803,
President Jefferson purchased 885,000 square miles of what is now known as Louisiana
from France for a mere 15 million dollars. In March of 1857, the USA made an even
better deal with Russia when it purchased Alaska for only 7.2 million dollars! So large
was Alaska that it increased the land area of the entire nation by one-fifth!

What Money Cannot Buy

Money can buy a bed, but not sleep; books, but not brains; food, but not an appetite;
finery, but not beauty; a house, but not a home; medicine, but not health; luxuries, but
not culture; amusements, but not happiness; a crucifix, but not a Saviour; a church
pew, but not Heaven.
You can never pay for your salvation by being religious, honest, or zealous of
what is right. Eternal life is a gift, and cannot be purchased by human effort or
wealth. God speaks about salvation (eternal life) in these terms. “The gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Possessors of God’s
salvation are reminded: “Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold…but with the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18, 19).
The Lord Jesus Christ bore God’s punishment for sin by shedding His blood on the
cross. When full payment was made He cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30). It is only
when we believe that the Lord Jesus took the punishment for our sin and receive Him
as our Saviour that we become sons of God and possessors of God’s eternal salvation.
There is nothing left for you to do but to trust Him. The Word of God assures us that
“As many as received Him (the Lord Jesus Christ), to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name” (John 1:12). Will you do it today?
Robert Surgenor

Via 7

MANY PEOPLE TODAY SEEM TO BE ECHOING IN THEIR
HEARTS THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL
REGARDING GOD’S REQUIREMENTS FOR HIS WORSHIP,
“BEHOLD WHAT A WEARINESS IS IT” (MALACHI 1:13).

religious boredom
These were people whom God would have
loved to bless, but who had despised His
claim upon them. The outward signs of
worship had become a ‘bore’ and a ‘burden’
to them. If this describes your attitude I
would like to share a few facts with you that
will change your perspective if you receive
them as from the Lord.
I cannot describe to you the glory and
honour the Lord Jesus Christ enjoyed
with His Father in Heaven before He left
all that to come down to this sordid world
of sin and suffering. He knew full well all
that would take place. The prophet Isaiah
foretold this in Isaiah 50:6, “I gave my
back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them
that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face
from shame and spitting.” This was the Son
of God, co-creator of the universe, worshipped by angels, feared by demons —
and the Lover of your soul! He suffered
inexpressible agony on the cross and shed
His blood to save you from the penalty and
power of sin in your life. He endured the
ultimate in suffering when a Holy God had
to turn His back on Him as He became
your Sin-Bearer, and the bearer of your
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punishment (Isaiah 53:5,6). God showed
His satisfaction with Christ’s sacrifice on
our behalf when He raised Him from the
dead and took Him back to Heaven.
Some day, this same Jesus is coming back
in the clouds to take all who trust Him
home to Heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18).
So, you have a choice! You can either yield
to Christ by accepting Him as your Saviour
and the Lord of all your decisions and details
of your life – or you can yield to Satan, who
is the author of your rebellious thoughts
and discontent. For the person who yields
to Christ, He gives a joy and peace that is
not dependent on circumstances, but on
the degree to which you will trust and obey
Him. No more ‘religious boredom,’ but a
wonderful living relationship, with meaning and purpose.
Far from being a ‘bore and a burden,’ the
life lived in trusting obedience to Christ is
exciting and awe-inspiring, as we experience the wonderful way that God works in
our lives for our good!
Accept Him now as Lord and Saviour
and you will find Him a True Friend
throughout your life.

PICTURE CREDIT VETERANS AFFAIRS CANADA

The Book of Life
In the Memorial Chamber of the Peace Tower in the Canadian Houses of Parliament
are a number of massive books. They commemorate the Canadian men and women
of the armed forces who have given their lives in the service of their country. Every
name in every book is exposed to view for at least one day each year.
It was Prime Minister MacKenzie King who announced the plans for these
books on Remembrance Day, 1928. He called the first book, “The most sacred
memorial in the keeping of our nation.”
In the Throne Room of Heaven there is a book which dwarfs even these large
memorial volumes. It is called “the Lamb’s book of life.” Having your name in
this book is of paramount importance because it insures entrance into Heaven.
Revelation 21:27 says, “There shall in no wise enter into it (the heavenly city) anything that defileth…but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”
The tremendous significance of that book of life is also seen in Revelation 20
where it is associated with exemption from judgment: “I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books. . . And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the Lake of Fire.”
At the close of His earthly life, the Lord Jesus was given an unjust trial, falsely
accused and wrongly sentenced to death for blasphemy and insurrection. He
will never subject others to such unrighteous treatment. Heaven’s justice will be
impartial and just. The proof will be seen in the opened books.
Each person’s attitude toward the Bible, or what he knew of God’s truth, will be
revealed. The Lord Jesus said, “He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words,
hath One that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day” (John 12:48). A person’s actions will be brought to light when the
record books are opened, and God will “ judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ”
(Romans 2:16). It is the absence of your name from the book of life that proves you
never trusted Christ. No wonder the Lord Jesus told His disciples to rejoice that
their names were “written in Heaven” (Luke 10:20).

Via 9

TEEN TALK

Imagine that you find yourself in a
valley filled with dried up human bones.
Clavicles, femurs, scapulas, and sternums
lie in piles, and you think that nothing
could be more chaotic or more depressing!
You stand in the quiet of the valley,
wondering what this horror means, when
you hear the God of Heaven begin to
speak to the bones.
“I will attach tendons to you,” He says
to them, “and make flesh come upon
you…I will put breath in you, and you will
come to life. Then you will know that I am
the Lord.”
The valley falls quiet again before you
hear a new noise, a rattling sound. A

I Sit Alone

I sit alone, no one to talk to n No one to share my problems, no one to
care n I’m lost. I don’t know where I’m going. n Headed for destruction,
my world will soon fall apart. n Loneliness is my companion, my only
friend. n No light at the end of my tunnel — only dead ends.
n My grave is for one. I cannot escape loneliness.
Was this morbid piece of poetry written
by a disillusioned old man at the end of a
life of disappointments and sorrow? Not
at all! It was published in a high school
10 Via

newspaper and written by a Grade 12
student who appeared to be enjoying all
the popularity, pleasures and so-called
freedom that modern youth has to offer.

million bones slowly begin to stir, sorting
themselves into the neat groups of 206
that you recognize from last year’s Health
class. You see skin creeping over each
set of bones, and the skinny new people
gradually fill out as they gain muscles,
tendons, and inner organs. A breeze
brushes the still valley, and then you blink
and look again at the new guy nearest you.
No, you didn’t imagine it. He’s breathing!
They’re all breathing! And now they’re
standing on their feet – a whole army of
them. You can hardly believe what you’ve
just seen, and you shout to yourself and to
the whole valley: “God is the Lord!”
Believe it or not, God showed this
transformation to a real man about 2600
years ago. You can read about it in the
Bible, in Ezekiel chapter 37.

There’s a reason I wanted you to imagine yourself in the middle of something so
strange: Lots of teenagers live lives that are
depressed and hopeless, full of hectic confusion, or numbed by awful experiences –
and I just hate the thought that you might
be one of them. They are sinners, just like

This cry of loneliness came from a
girl whose world is full of people, noise
and activity. She is not alone in her
disillusionment of life. The heart-breaking
number of suicides among teenagers,
and the rampant use of mind-altering
drugs to escape the emptiness of their
lives is alarming.
But there is Someone who cares! Could
I not introduce you to this Friend who has
promised “I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee” (Hebrews 13:5)?
The Lord Jesus Christ is His name.
Although living in Heaven in perfect

the rest of the world (see Romans 3:23), and

“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).

Joy and contentment and purpose are foreign to them, because in God’s eyes they
are as dead as a valley of dried up bones.
They haven’t yet been forgiven and begun
real life.

This doesn’t sound like you, does it?
Because if you can identify, then I’m
praying you’ll see hope in a true story
about a valley full of bones. The God who
was powerful enough to convert a pile of
scrambled skeletons into a living, readyfor-the-fight army is exactly the same
today. He loves you with all His heart. He
sent His Son to pay the death penalty your
sins deserve, and He longs to replace the
dry bones of your often-depressing, oftenconfusing, sometimes-horrifying existence
with His own amazing eternal life.

Listen to the gift offered to you in the
words of the Almighty Lord Jesus Christ: “I

am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly” (John

10:10). Believe Him today, be forgiven, and
start living!

harmony with His Father, God, we read
that His “delights were with the sons of men”
(Proverbs 8:31). He became a man so that
He could be a Friend to understand, love
and care for us. He not only lived for us, but
He died for our sin that we might enjoy the
consciousness of His presence each day on
earth and be with Him eternally in Heaven.
Will you acknowledge your sinfulness
before Him and accept His as your Lord and
Saviour? Then what a comfort the words
of the Apostle Peter would bring to your
heart, “Casting all your care upon Him; for He
careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7).
Via 11

TWO ROADS CHART
This chart depicts the two roads referred to in Matthew 7:13-14: “Enter ye in at the strait
(narrow) gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” We are all on either the Broad
Way or the Narrow Way—there is no middle path. Death crosses both the Broad and
Narrow Way. The bodies of both believers (those who have accepted Christ as Saviour)
and unbelievers (those who have not received Christ) go to the Grave. The believer’s soul
goes to Heaven; the soul of the unbeliever to Hell. The Rapture, when Christ returns to
the air and “catches up” all living believers, could happen at any time. When this takes
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place, the bodies and souls of those believers who have already died will be reunited
to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ, where their lives will be evaluated and
rewarded. Then begins a seven-year period called the Tribulation in which judgment
occurs on the earth, culminating in the Battle of Armageddon. The Tribulation will be
followed by the Millennium, when Christ will reign on the earth for 1,000 years. At the
end of this period, the bodies of unbelievers will be resurrected and reunited with their
souls to stand at the Judgment of the Great White Throne, and then cast into the Lake
of Fire for eternal punishment. New Heavens and a New Earth will then be created
which will last for eternity. On which road are you?
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Via 13

CHILDREN’S FEATURE

God Understands
Sign Language

I am the youngest in my family and live
with my parents, sister and brother. I was
born hearing, but when I was two years
old I was very sick with meningitis and
became deaf. My family learned sign
language, so now I sign to communicate,
and I read and write English.
I started to attend Sunday School
when I was three years old. My Grandma
was my teacher because she could use
sign language with me. I learned a lot
of things about the Bible and how God
made the world and everything in it. I
always believed the Bible was true. Later
we learned about the life of the Lord Jesus
and how He died on the cross and took
the punishment for our sin. We attended
church services where my Mom, Dad
and cousin Carmen interpreted what the
speaker was saying for me.
One evening when Carmen was
interpreting, she stopped. I asked why
she stopped interpreting. She said that
there were some German-speaking people
in the meeting, so the preacher had
started to speak German and she didn’t

understand German. Then we started
to discuss how God understands all the
languages including sign language, and
He even knows what we are thinking.
I began to realize that I didn’t need an
interpreter to talk to God as I did when I
talked to everyone else, but I could pray to
Him myself.
I wanted to be saved from the
punishment for my sin. I knew my family
members were all saved and I was afraid
of being alone if the Lord Jesus came back
to take them to Heaven.
When I was 12 years old, I went to
visit my Grandma. She got down on her
knees and prayed every night. One night
I got down on my knees too. Using sign
language, I asked God to forgive my sins. I
knew Jesus loved me and died on the cross
for me.
Now I read my Bible every day because
I want to learn more about Jesus and how
God wants me to live. I know I may never
hear my family on earth, but the first one
I’ll hear in Heaven will be my Saviour!
Jaclyn Patton

Did you know that God can not only see you, but can hear you when you talk to Him?
The Lord Jesus loves boys and girls so much that He died for their sin so they could
live with Him in Heaven some day.
14 Via

big WORK small PLACE
How many tourists would ever stop
at Craigellachie, BC were it not for a
monument that marks the place where the
last spike was driven in 1885 to complete
the Canadian Pacific Railroad, linking
Canada from Atlantic to Pacific Oceans?
Waterloo in Belgium is a little village
that can scarcely be found in an atlas,
and yet it has assumed a place in our
thoughts that has nothing to do with its
physical size. It was there that the Duke of
Wellington defeated the mighty armies of
Napoleon in 1815 and changed the course
of history.
Even our planet earth has been given
a place of significance in the universe
that is out of all proportion to its size.
It is but a tiny speck amid the countless
galaxies that God created. Yet, in His
wisdom, God prepared a garden in it in
which to put the crowning handiwork
of His creation – a man created in His
image and likeness. When Satan intruded
and man sinned, our earth became the
scene to which God sent His Son to be the
Saviour of the world. Micah the prophet
wrote, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands
in Judah, yet out of thee shall He come
forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel;

Whose goings forth have been from of
old, from everlasting.” So the lowly town
of Bethlehem became the Saviour’s
birthplace in fulfi llment of this prophecy.
The Bible also speaks about a place
called Calvary. We cannot with any
certainty mark the exact spot where
the Saviour was crucified, or the actual
tomb where He was buried. But we do
know with absolute certainty that after
Christ died and was buried, He arose
the third day a Victor, and the work of
redemption was complete. For us, it is not
a sentimental attachment to the place that
is required. It is a look by faith to the Lord
Jesus Christ who hung upon Calvary’s
cross to suffer the consequences of sin,
and to pay the price of our salvation.
There is a basement room in a small
prairie town where I received the Lord
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour. The
place has more significance to me than
to anyone else, because it was there that I
was born again and received eternal life.
Do you have such a memorable place?
Just as you are, where you are, accept the
Lord Jesus Christ, who, in so small a place
accomplished so great a work.
Philip Broadhead

Via 15

Many years ago I came across one of the most unique stores I have ever seen. But so
was the owner — Brook High. Old Brook had no cash register, just two large rolls of
money in his pocket, and under the counter a colt 45 caliber automatic, just in case
anyone got the idea that he could rob the place.

at the end of the road

you meet God

Brook’s store was an old, unpainted,
wooden framed building. Walking inside
the store was like walking back in time.
A pot-bellied stove dominated the scene.
Benches surrounded it, on which fellows
from the area would come to sit and ‘chew
the fat.’ When someone wanted to purchase
an item, Brook would reach for it on the
shelf, blow off the dust and plunk it on the
counter to make the sale.
The first remarkable thing that struck
me about Brook’s unique store was a lopsided old sign nailed to the broken down,
dusty front porch. It read, “At the end of
the road – you meet God.” I thought to
myself, how true! I’m nearing the end
myself and it certainly didn’t take long to
get there. “For what is your life? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away” (James 4:14).
An Unexpected End
One doesn’t have to be old to reach the end
of the road. When fog suddenly descended
on a super highway resulting in the
destruction of 62 vehicles, the screams of a
burning girl were heart-breaking, “I’m only
fourteen! I’m only fourteen!” For her it was
the end of the road.

6

When folks contemplate a vacation—
they prepare. When wise students face a
test—they prepare. Before a country goes
to war—it prepares. We live in a world of
preparedness, yet so few have prepared to
meet God. God’s Word says, “Prepare to
meet thy God” (Amos 4:12). An unprepared
person is one who has never received God’s
forgiveness for their sin, and “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God” (Hebrews 10:31).
My Greatest Discovery
Some time ago I discovered that the Lord
Jesus Christ died for me and was brought
to life again so I could be declared free
from guilt and acceptable to God (Romans
4:25). I received Him as my Lord and
Saviour and was thus made ready to meet
God. God’s plan is the same for you. “God
sent not His Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through Him
might be saved” (John 3:17). Now is the
time to prepare.
Robert Surgenor

peace
the answer is

Our daily newspapers are fi lled with
painful reminders that ours is a turbulent
and troubled world. Acts of violence
and a disturbing number of crimes are
committed every day. Ominously, there
often seems to be no sense of guilt on the
part of the offenders.
What kind of problems will we be
leaving for our children to cope with?
Any concept that life is sacred, and that
it is a gift from God, has apparently been
forgotten. It is hardly surprising that life
is treated so cheaply, since the theory of
evolution implies that a human life is of no
more value than that of an animal.
Is there a solution to the problems
plaguing our world? Can peace be a
reality? In the beginning God created man
in His own image (Genesis 1). God and
man enjoyed daily fellowship. Then man
severed his relationship with God by an
act of willful disobedience. God called this
sin. The separation that resulted from that
broken relationship remained until God
provided the answer.
Over 2000 years ago God sent His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ to be a Mediator
between God and man. Though the Lord
Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life, He was
rejected by men and condemned to die
by crucifi xion. The most momentous

hours in human history were those when
God’s Son took upon Himself the sin of
the entire human race. As He hung on
the cross, Jesus paid the penalty of sin,
bridging the great gulf between God and
man. He proclaimed the completion of
redemption’s plan when He cried “It is
finished!” His sacrificial death made it
possible for mankind to be restored to a
right relationship with God.
The Apostle Peter described this Godgiven message as “…preaching peace by
Jesus Christ” (Acts 10:36). All who repent
of their sin against God and accept His
offer of salvation through the death of
His Son “have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). If you
trust the Lord Jesus as your Saviour you
will be brought into a right relationship
with God and enjoy that peace today.
In the Bible we have a promise from
God, “The Lord will bless His people
with peace” (Psalm 29:11). There is a
day coming when the Lord Jesus Christ
will bring peace to our troubled world.
Violence, natural disasters, famines,
disease and war itself will be removed
from human society. Trust Him, and the
peace and security with which He will
bless the world when He reigns can be
yours today.
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Beyond Religion
My upbringing was
nothing remarkable. I was
just like any other boy in
the neighborhood. I was
raised in the Catholic
faith in a small town
in Eastern Quebec. My
parents attended mass
each Sunday. As a young
boy, questions of faith,
salvation, eternal life and
the issues of God were not
relevant to me.
We had catechism classes in school
where we were reminded of the need to
prepare the next generation of priests. I
considered priesthood for a short time
because they always seemed to have
so much money! I grew up receiving
the sacraments: First Communion,
Confession, and Confirmation where
the bishop supposedly gave you the Holy
Spirit. I never gave any thought to what

receiving the Holy Spirit would mean.
One of the boys always left the
classroom during catechism. Before my
confirmation, when I was at his house,
his father asked me what I thought of it.
I told him it was just receiving the Holy
Spirit. He said, I didn’t need to go to
confirmation to receive the Holy Spirit.
In 1982, the Charter of Rights and
Freedom was enacted, so the contents of
the catechism started to change. Slowly,
the curriculum contained more social
studies and less religion. Soon we were
discussing acceptable behaviour instead of
talking about God.
As I grew up, we went to church less
frequently, and I questioned the validity
of our religion. I lost interest in the church
altogether. I knew about Hell and Heaven,
but where I was going never concerned me.
I joined a reservist infantry regiment in
the military. In the summer of 1990, I was
sent to CFB Farnham to be trained as a

The Sent One “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of
a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten
Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us, and sent His Son. . . to be the Saviour of the world.” 1

Who willingly came “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
“I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
“ Now once in the end of the world (age) hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself.”
“Then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God. . .By the which will we are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 2

18 Via

field medic. I learned about anatomy, body
functions, and the various systems in our
body, along with how to administer medical
care. It was my anatomy class that made me
really aware of God. It wasn’t the complexity
of our brain, or how the organs work
together that amazed me. It was a tiny little
bone, no bigger than a nickel that prevents
the hyperextension of our arm at the elbow.
I realized through it, that God was in
control. It was impossible that we were the
products of millions of random mutations.
Later that year, when I was visiting
my former college, the guard on duty
introduced me to a girl named Anita
Batchelor. Because it was dark, he asked
me to walk with her to meet her friends. I
was happy to do that, and when we parted
I asked if I could meet her again. She said
I could.
Anita always seemed happy. She shared
her faith with me, and told me that the
Lord Jesus Christ had died for our sins. We

need to put our faith in Him to be forgiven
and be ready for Heaven. Well, that was
something different! One Sunday morning
she invited me to go to a church service,
so I went. It was nothing like what I was
accustomed to, but I enjoyed the preaching.
Later the minister talked to me about the
things of God. Still I wasn’t getting it, or
didn’t want to get it. I wasn’t changing
religions! If one hadn’t done anything for
me, why would another? It took many
more months of talks to get it through my
thick skull that it wasn’t religion that was
important, but rather a relationship with
Christ, the Son of God. I started reading a
Bible I bought at a secondhand bookstore.
Our family had never had one.
I was living in a suite with a friend who
was reading dark, spiritual books and
listening to dark, metal music. I had read
some of his books and I came under strong
spiritual attacks. The more I tried to read
my Bible, the stronger the attacks came

To Do The Father’s Will “All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that

cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from Heaven, not to do Mine own will, but
the will of Him that sent Me. And this is the Father’s will . . . that every one which seeth the Son, and
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.” 3

Do You Know Him? “And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.”
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 4
Galatians 4:4,5; 1 John 4:9,14 |

1
3

2

I Timothy 1:15; Matthew 9:13; Luke 19:10; Hebrews 9:26; 10:9 10

John 6:37-40 | 4John 17:3; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8
Moments With the Book
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at night. Nightmares of evil witches
would haunt my sleep. Anita and her
family were praying for me. I wanted
to be freed from this influence.
One day in February 1991, I
prayed and asked the Lord Jesus to
forgive my sins and save me from
the evil I was under. Immediately
I felt a great liberation and peace.
Even though I didn’t fully realize
the impact of what I had done, I
knew that the Holy Spirit had come
into my heart and that I was free. I
told Anita that I had accepted the
Lord Jesus into my life. She was
very happy for me! The Holy Spirit
freed me from the desire to smoke
cigarettes and drink beer - two
bad habits I had picked up in the
military - and I could sleep at night.
My troubles weren’t over yet.
When I expressed my intentions
to be baptized, my mother accused
me of denying my original baptism
by which she thought I was made a
child of God. I explained that when
I received the Lord Jesus as my
Saviour, I became a child of God.
The Bible says “As many as received
Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God” (John 1:12).
I was being baptized because I was a
child of God.
Anita and I were married on
May 16, 1992. Since then God has
blessed us with three beautiful
children and has kept me safe. I
am now secure in the thought that
whatever happens, I am God’s and
He looks after me. Some day, I will
be in His presence forever.
Frederic Forrest
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here it is - a lighthouse perched
on a high point overlooking
the ocean, casting its beam
across the waters. If it could talk, we’d
learn about the many lives it has saved,
the shipwrecks it has seen, and the
harrowing moments it has survived.
Stories about the lonely devotion of
its keeper would intrigue us. But even
without words, the lighthouse casts
its beam across the waters, sending its
warning message to passing sailors.
Lighthouses with their fascinating
stories illustrate some relevant spiritual
lessons. All of us are like sailors,
navigating through the uncharted
waters of life. We want to make a safe
passage to that seemingly distant shore,
but an innate sense reminds us that
potential dangers await us. The Bible,
like a lighthouse, can guide us through

the warning of the lighthouse

the dangers of life into a safe haven.
Written by men controlled by God, it
expresses God’s unerring message, and
has brought guidance and safety to
millions during its long history. No one
can successfully navigate life’s journey
without it.
Whether it comes suddenly or with
advanced warning, death is the fi nal
storm all must face. When our journey
of life ends, we will arrive on an eternal
shore. Heaven is the fi nal destiny of
those who personally believe God’s
message about His Son (1 John 5:13).
The Bible’s message is equally clear for
those who do not respond to its light:
“…he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on
him” (John 3:36). In view of the ultimate
storm of death, to be guided safely by the
lighthouse of God’s Word is vital.

Often the beam of a lighthouse draws
sailors to a nearby port. That is the
function of the Bible: It directs each of us
to a safe shelter in the heavenly harbor.
God required a sinless sacrifice to put
away our sin. For that reason the Lord
Jesus Christ became a man. By His death
on the cross He became our shelter from
the storm as He suffered the judgment of
God that our sins deserved. By personal
faith in Him, we are saved. “Neither is
there salvation in any other; for there is
none other name under Heaven. . .whereby
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Has the light of God’s Word made you
sure of Heaven, or are you ignoring its
light? Th is is the path of safety to which
the lighthouse – the Word of God –
directs us. You will choose your eternal
destiny while here on earth. Have you
trusted Christ as your Saviour? Do not
ignore the lighthouse!
Via 21

MORE READING
As you have read Via, has your interest in knowing Christ as Saviour been stirred? If you
already know Him, would you like to know Him better? If you have any questions about
God, morality, life after death, or some other topic, we would be glad to hear from you.
If you would like a personal visit (and if it is geographically possible), please send us your
name, address and telephone number.
For more information and interesting gospel stories visit:
www.heaven4sure.com.
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