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Via Magazine is published annually by a group
of Christians who desire to share with you the
good news of God’s salvation through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Editorial

Life

is full of unanswered
questions. Why were we
created? What happens after death? Who
is God and how can we know Him? The
answers to these and other questions in
relation to your eternal welfare are found
in God’s Word, the Bible. Not only does
the Bible explain who God is and why we
are here, but it also tells us that He loves
us, and gave His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
to be our Saviour.
Death is all around us, whether it is
with our soldiers in Afghanistan or on the
highways in North America. The chart in
the centre of this magazine depicts what
happens to every person when they pass
into eternity. Our soul, that part of us that
will live forever, will be in one of only two
destinies – Heaven or Hell. The choice is
yours.
As you read this little magazine, we
pray that you will trust Christ Jesus as
your Lord and Saviour. Christ trusted
means eternal life; Christ rejected means
eternal wrath. No earthly decision brings
such abiding consequences as the one
concerning Jesus Christ. We commend
Him to you today.
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Theof Heart
God
S

cientists can never make up
their minds as to the age of the
universe in which this old world floats.
Periodically new things are discovered
which alter their former calculations.
Many years ago, I tossed aside man’s
manifold theories and rested on
the Word of God which says, “In the
beginning God created the Heaven and the
Earth” (Genesis 1:1).
As to when creation took place I
am not prepared to say, but God said,
“When I laid the foundations of the earth …
the morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:4, 7).
There was much rejoicing in Heaven
when God, the Creator, breathed this
vast universe into existence.
Then came the day, when out of all
the celestial bodies, God chose Earth
to be the stage upon which He would
carry out His act of redemption, and
display the exceeding riches of His
grace. It all commenced when He
created man and placed him in the
Garden of Eden.
Unlike animals, man was created
in the image of God (Genesis 1:27).
Man was created without evil, and was
invested with moral powers by which
he could enter into God’s thoughts,
understand His counsels, and hold
communion with Him. In spite of this
4
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elevated position, man sinned and
by the time Noah came on the scene
some 1,500 years later, “God saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the
earth … and it grieved Him at His heart”
(Genesis 6:5, 6). The joy of creation
was exchanged for a grieved heart, all
because of man’s sin and rejection of
God.
Humanities ‘progress’ involves
moving farther away from God,
rather than coming back to Him.
Consequently, God laments, “The
heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9).
Man is totally corrupt in the eyes of his
Creator and unable to better himself
in order to gain entrance into Heaven.
However, in spite of man’s depraved
condition we see God’s great heart of
love displayed “toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:8).
In order to provide salvation for
us, the Lord Jesus shed His blood to
cleanse us from our sins. It is with a
grieved heart that God views your sin,
but it is with a loving heart that He
bids you to come to Him for salvation.
May the Lord help you to trust Him
today with your whole heart.
Robert Surgenor

THE GREAT
ELECTION DAY
It was voting day in Jerusalem.
Pilate, the governor, was presiding over
the crowd that had gathered.
The governor asked, “Are you for
Christ?”
“No,” they all cried, “away with this
man, and release unto us Barabbas.”
Their choice was made. Their vote was
recorded. They had rejected the Lord
Jesus Christ, and instead had chosen
the murderer Barabbas.
“What then shall I do with Jesus?”
asked Pilate.
“Away with Him: crucify Him,” they
all shouted. So Christ, the rejected Son
of God, was taken out and nailed to a
cross.
Everyone who is born into this
world must answer the same question
that was posed in Jerusalem some two
thousand years ago. “What then shall
I do with Jesus?” Have you cast your
vote for Him, or against Him? You
cannot be neutral.

The vote of the world is the same
today as it was then. Satan is blinding
the eyes of people as to the real
issues about which they should be
concerned. In the world’s elections, the
focus is placed on matters that attempt
to improve people from the outside.
However, despite the very best efforts
of men, the world without Christ is
doomed to destruction because it has
not dealt with the root of all of its
problems – sin. There is no political
candidate, no legislation, and no
budget allowance that can change a
person from the inside, and take away
sin and all of the associated effects.
But, praise God, the real need of
mankind was met when “Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners”
(1 Timothy 1:15). By His death and
through the shedding of His blood on
the cross, He paid sin’s penalty for all
those who will repent of their sins and
trust in Christ alone as their personal
Saviour.
Your “great election day” is today.
You can either join with the world,
represented by the crowd who said
“away with Him,” or you can put your
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and let
Him take away your sin and guilt.
By not accepting Him now, you are
rejecting Him. “He that believeth on Him
is not condemned: but he that believeth
not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God” (John 3:18).
Today is the time for you to repent
of your sin and give Jesus Christ His
rightful place as Lord on the throne
of your heart. He will give you the joy
and peace of sins forgiven, as well as
eternal life with Him.
Moments with the Book
Via
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D
R
O
P
P INTO A
E POLICEMAN’S
D ARMS
It really wasn’t blind faith nor was
it a leap into the unknown. It was a
deliberate rescue act. The danger above
was immediate and deadly; the strong
willing arms below were beckoning
and trustworthy. There was no other
way to safety.
The tranquility of a quiet German
neighbourhood was shattered when
an apartment building erupted into
flames and billowing smoke. The
stairwell was engulfed in flames.
The need to rescue the people in the
building was urgent. On the third floor
one terror-filled family stood helplessly
at a window. Fire fighters, policemen
and on-lookers gathered on the street
below.
Erdal Calar looked at his 8-month
old nephew held tightly in his mother’s
arms. Was that the safest place for
little Onur? Forty feet below, an
unidentified policeman held his arms
6
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open wide in readiness to catch the
infant. Mr. Calar said: “I saw the cop
with his arms outstretched holding his
jacket like a safety net. I kissed Onur
one last time, and then I let him fall.”
Onur fell into the arms of the
policeman. Would he have lived had
his uncle not taken such dramatic
action? Sadly, some others in that
family circle did not survive. But Onur
was saved because a caring uncle
trusted the arms of a policeman.
Have you ever realized the danger
you are in spiritually? A disease may
take you to the grave but your sins will
take you to Hell. There is nothing more
urgent in your life just now than to be
rescued from your sins. The danger is
very real! Sadly, many die in their sins
and never make it to safety.
Uncle Erdal did not hurl his little
nephew out into the dark, not knowing
what would happen. He saw a policeman below who was able, willing and
waiting to catch the infant. He put his
faith in a person - the policeman.
Spiritual salvation is not a leap into
the dark, nor is it blind faith. Are you
willing to put your faith in a person
whose name is Jesus? His arms were
opened wide upon the cross because
of His love for perishing people. They
remain open to you right now. He
is not only willing, but He is able to
save you today. He is worthy of your
absolute and immediate trust.
The Bible says that when sinners
were perishing and had absolutely no
strength to help or save themselves,
Christ the Saviour paid the penalty for
their sins by His death upon the cross
(Romans 5:6). Are you willing just now
to trust Him as your Saviour?
heaven4sure.com
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apanese
Soldier Bows

During World War I, Keiichi Fukaya
felt honoured to wear his uniform as
he served in the Japanese army. He had
great responsibilities keeping a constant
watch on the troop movements in
China. In order to keep his job he
was expected to bow to a picture of
Emperor Hirohito. However, he felt
something was not right. In his heart he
knew that although Emperor Hirohito
had a great deal of power, he was not
God. But he continued to bow to the
pictures in spite of his conviction.
After the war, Mr. Fukaya returned
to his family in Tokyo. About that
time, a missionary who had recently
come from England, began to tell them
about a God who wanted all of man’s
worship and would not share His
glory with another. He also told them
about God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who came into this world to save lost
sinners. Mr. Fukaya was particularly
disturbed when the missionary told
them about the consequences of sin,
because he knew that he had sinned.
Mrs. Fukaya was the first to accept
the gospel message, and she began to
witness to her husband. Often when
Mr. Fukaya opened his lunch box at
work, he found cards with words from
the Bible such as, “For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God”, and
“It is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment.” Finally, Mr.
Fukaya accepted the Gospel message
of John 3:16, “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on Him should not

perish, but have everlasting life.” That
day Mr. Fukaya bowed before the
true sovereign, the God of Heaven,
and thanked Him for His Son and for
eternal life.
The Lord Jesus not only died, but
rose from the dead. The apostle Paul
tells us that “God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name: that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow … and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord” (Philippians 2:9-11).
In many countries people pray to
lifeless statues of stone and wood that
do not have any ability to save. Others
bow in spirit before political leaders,
movie stars, or sports heroes. However
God asks us to bow to Him alone. He
asks us to believe His Word and to
honour His Son with our faith and
obedience. Whom do you serve and
worship?
“I am the Lord … and my glory will I
not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8).
Via
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ARE YOU FIT?
Much is in the news
about North America’s
increasing tendency towards
obesity due to our sedentary
lifestyle and fast-food diet. Both
children and adults are affected.
People are becoming concerned
about their health and weight. Paul
Harvey News in July 2008, told of
one woman in the United States who
decided to lose weight. She tried the
Atkins diet, the South Beach Diet,
and any other diet that she heard of.
She tried exercise. She consulted with
her doctor to get new ideas. Nothing
helped! She was considering having
her jaw wired shut to help her in her
quest to lose pounds. In due course,
she went to see a different doctor who
ordered some medical tests. The results
showed that she had an abdominal
tumour. She actually required four surgeries to remove the over 130-pound
tumour. She had tried in many ways to
help herself, but she needed more than
what her efforts could accomplish.
When I heard this story, it
reminded me of what we try to do
about our sin. Some of us try to clean
up our act. We give up smoking or
drinking or swearing, hoping that
will make us fit for Heaven. Or we
try adding church attendance to our
weekly routine. Some feel that being
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tolerant of others who are different
than us will merit God’s favour. We
try to get God’s approval, but in God’s
sight “all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags” (Isaiah 64:6).
We need the help of the Great
Physician. The Lord Jesus Christ
can do for us what we can’t do for
ourselves – make us fit for Heaven.
Our problem is sin. God sent His
Son to this world to die on the cross,
to take the punishment for our sins.
When we trust Him and accept Him as
our Saviour, then our sin is dealt with
and we are made fit for Heaven.
Have you asked for forgiveness for
your sins and found the wonderful
peace that comes from knowing all is
well with your soul? “And having made
peace through the blood of His cross …”
(Colossians 1:2).“ … the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

TALKS FOR TEENS

Lessons from a Kitty
The kitten meowing at my screen
door was obviously hungry. I am not
home enough to take care of a pet, so
I put some food outside the door and
watched him devour the tuna and milk.
For two days, he stayed on my step.
Every time I opened my inside door,
the kitty clawed his way up the screen
door, right to my eye level! It was
extremely difficult to get him to let go
of the door so I could set him down
again. I could hear him crying and
trying to get into the house. Finally I
decided to find him a home. As I was

driving, the kitty was completely at
ease as he curled up on my lap and fell
asleep. He is now happy to be cared for
by his new owner.
I began to think of the kitten and
the turmoil he experienced. He wanted
a home and wanted to belong. He
exerted every effort he could to get
what he needed. Food wasn’t enough:
he wanted to be loved. He had no
peace, yet he was so determined.
We can be like the kitten, trying to
claw our way through life. We work
hard to get where we are going, but
we are never satisfied (Isaiah 55:1-3).
We are always striving for something
more. Some of us hold on to beliefs
and traditions, but have no peace or
assurance regarding our future. Deep
within, we are empty and dissatisfied.
Everyone needs rest for their souls –
a rest that will carry them through the
turmoil of this life. We need assurance
that when this life is over, we will be
safely resting in the arms of a loving
God in a perfect place. This assurance
can only be found in the Lord Jesus
Christ. If you accept Him as your
Saviour and rest on His promises, you
will no longer need to strive for peace
or be controlled by hidden doubts and
fears. His love will hold you.
Listen to His words: “Come unto me,
all ye who are weary and heavy laden, and
I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). “I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand” (John 10:28).
Via
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ONE THING TO DO

How do you prepare?

Your sin is a barrier between you and your God (Isaiah 59:2).
Unless that barrier of sin is removed you will be separated from
God forever. You will be in a place where the Bible teaches there is
conscious eternal suffering. There is nothing you can personally do
or contribute towards the removal of your sins. In Romans 5:6, the
Bible says we are “without any strength” to save ourselves.
But there is good news. Christ died for your sins (1 Corinthians
15:3). “Christ Jesus came into the world to SAVE sinners” (1 Timothy
1:15). Have you ever realized that you are the guilty one and He
was the innocent One who became your substitute and took upon
Himself the punishment your sins fully deserved? The moment you
appreciate that beautiful truth and trust Christ as your Saviour,
your sins will be fully and freely forgiven. That’s what it means to be
prepared to meet God!
heaven4sure.com

10

Via

BEFORE YOU DIE

Dave Freeman died at his home in Venice, California at age 47.
Just a few years ago, he and his friend Neil Teplica co-authored a
hugely successful book entitled: 100 Things to do Before You Die.
He wrote, “This life is a short journey. Make sure you fill it with the
most fun and visit the coolest places on earth before you pack those bags
for the very last time.”
Among the 100 things to do before you die, Dave Freeman
included such things as the running of the bulls in Pamplona,
Spain and land-diving (leaping from massive handmade towers,
with vines attached to your ankles) on the remote Pacific island of
Vanuatu.
Mr. Freeman didn’t die while running with the bulls or in a landdiving accident. He died in a much more mundane way – tripped
and hit his head in a fall at his home. The Bible is right when it says
that death is but a step away. People plan for other trips in life, but
for the last trip often they are unprepared and caught off guard.
Do you think a book entitled: One Thing to Do Before You Die
would become a bestseller? Would you read it? Would you do it?
The one thing you must do before you die is “prepare to meet your
God” (Amos 4:12). When you cross over the boundary between life
and death, it is final and forever. “It is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Make sure you are ready
to meet God.

Flaming California Inferno
The raging infernos in Southern
California seemed almost apocalyptic
in character as the towering flames
destroyed everything in their path.
The rich and famous, together with
thousands of others were seized with
overwhelming feelings of helplessness
and loss of control. Some refused to
leave their million dollar homes, but
instead tried to hose down the fiery
cinders that fell on their roofs in an
effort to save their valued possessions.
Others packed their belongings into
vehicles and fled for shelter.
One lady stared at the fury of
the fire as it descended on her
neighbourhood, sparing her house but
devouring others. She shook her head.
“Part of me says to get out of town,”
she said, “and the other part says I
could not stand to leave.”
A Biblical parallel is found in the
book of Genesis. God was about to
punish the city of Sodom for its sin
and wicked lifestyles. In His grace
and kindness, He warned Lot and his
family to flee from coming judgment,
but they had to be dragged out of the
city. Lot’s wife perished when she
turned back to see what she loved.
If we could interview Mrs. Lot today
she would probably say: “Back then, a
part of me said ‘get out of town’ but the
other part said, ‘I can’t stand to leave.’”
There is a future day of wrath that
will overtake this planet. The rich and
the poor, princes and paupers, the
kings of the world and the kingpins of
the underworld alike will flee and try
to find shelter to hide themselves from
the wrath of God. You can read about
this awful day in Revelation 6:14-17.

But what about today – are you in
any danger? Maybe part of you says:
“Get ready. Accept the salvation that is
offered through the death of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Obtain eternal life.” But there’s
another part of you that argues: “Not
yet. I’ve heard the evacuation orders. In
my heart I’ve heard the pleadings of the
Saviour to come to Him for shelter, safety,
forgiveness and rest – but I am torn. Shall
I accept Christ now or cling to my fun,
friends and lifestyle? Should I chance it?”
We urge you to flee to Christ. His arms
are wide open and waiting to receive
you. Come today! Tomorrow may be
too late. Jesus said: “Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
heaven4sure.com
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This chart depicts the two roads
referred to in Matthew 7:13-14:
“Enter ye in at the strait (narrow) gate:
for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and narrow the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it.” We are
all on either the Broad Way or the
Narrow Way—there is no middle
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path. Death crosses both the Broad
and Narrow Way. The bodies of
both believers (those who have
accepted Christ as Saviour) and
unbelievers (those who have not
received Christ) go to the Grave.
The believer’s soul goes to Heaven;
the soul of the unbeliever to Hell.
The Rapture, when Christ returns
to the air and “catches up” all living
believers, could happen at any time.
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When this takes place, the bodies
and souls of those believers who
have already died will be reunited
to stand before the Judgment Seat
of Christ, where their lives will
be evaluated and rewarded. Then
begins a seven-year period called
the Tribulation in which judgment
occurs on the earth, culminating
in the Battle of Armageddon. The
Tribulation will be followed by the

Judgment of the
Great White Throne
REV. 20:11-15

The Lake
of Fire
REV. 20:14-15

Millennium, when Christ will reign
on the earth for 1,000 years. At the
end of this period, the bodies of
unbelievers will be resurrected and
reunited with their souls to stand at
the Judgment of the Great White
Throne, and then cast into the Lake
of Fire for eternal punishment. New
Heavens and a New Earth will then
be created which will last for eternity. On which road are you?
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PRO LIFE
PRO CHOICE

One of the great social issues of our time
divides people into two groups:
pro-life and pro-choice.

Either we believe the sanctity of life
extends to unborn children, who all
have the right to life, or we believe
those who say that the mother has the
right to choose what happens to her
baby.
This raises an interesting question:
Is God pro-life or pro-choice? If we’re
talking about ending the physical life
of an unborn baby, God’s Word makes
it very clear that He has an interest
in every person, even the unborn:
“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee” (Jeremiah 1:5). Taking the life of
any person is murder.
However, as emotionally charged
and socially impacting as the issue
of abortion is, there is another one
of even greater importance and more
vital consequence: the issue of where
you will spend eternity. God created
you with a never-dying spirit and
soul. When your days on earth are
over, it is God to whom you must give
account.
When it comes to your eternal fate,
is God pro-life or pro-choice? Does
He want everyone to live forever with
Him in Heaven, or does He leave it
up to each individual to decide? The
answer is both.
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Though it is God’s desire for “all
men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy
2:4), there is one thing that stands in
the way. Sin separates us from a holy
God, and “the wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23).
God loves you, and gave His Son,
Jesus Christ, to die and bear the punishment for all the sins of those who
will turn to Him.
Some people think that since God
is pro-life when it comes to salvation,
His love will prevent anyone from
facing eternity in Hell as judgment for
their sins. It will not. Rather, His love
has already provided the way of salvation for all those who will receive it,
but you must choose to accept it or
reject it.
Will you choose to bear God’s judgment for your sins through an eternity
of torment, or will you repent of your
sin and come to the Lord Jesus Christ,
believing that He died in your place
and rose again?
“I have set before you life and death
… therefore choose life” (Deuteronomy
30:19).
Moments with the Book

I grew up in Winnipeg, one of
a family of six children. What I
remember of my childhood is not
good. My dad drank and did drugs. I
was surrounded by hatred, anger and
rage. Without Christ at the centre of
our family, there was little protection
against the evils of the world.
By the age of 17, I was heavily
addicted to crack cocaine. I was selling
drugs on the streets of Calgary. I slept
wherever possible, and did whatever
I could to stay alive. When I wasn’t
high, I was trying desperately to get
high. For years I wandered alone in
the world, lost, and with no hope. The
pain and torment of the come-down
were sometimes almost more than I
could bear, but the drug habit was too
powerful for me to defeat on my own.
My addiction progressed until
I discovered that I was pregnant.
I remained clean throughout my
pregnancy, but every day I craved a
high from drugs. I lived in a constant
state of confusion, desperation and
anxiety. I could not loosen the chains

the devil had wrapped around me so
tightly, but the Lord remained patient,
waiting for me to come to the end of
myself. Then on April 8, 2004, I gave
birth to my beautiful little daughter. I
loved her so much, but I worried that I
might be the one to ruin her life. I was
barely holding on as I tried to protect
her from the dangers of the life in
which I was living.
In September 2004, my Mom gave
me a Bible. While reading it, I realized
that Hell is a real place and that I was
going there. The fear of God entered
my heart, and I asked God to save me
from my sin. I began reading my Bible
and praying. Slowly my life began to
change, but the chains of addiction still
held me. Then, in June 2005, God freed
me from my addiction when I turned
my whole life over to Him and, with
His help, really tried to live for Him.
Although I didn’t dramatically
change immediately after my
conversion, I know that, through the
blood of Jesus Christ, my Heavenly
Father had made me his daughter and
prepared me for His Kingdom. He
chose me and rescued me from a life
of sin on this earth. My soul was saved
from an eternity in Hell because of the
love and sorrow that met at Calvary.
“Behold, what manner of love the
Father has bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the children of God” (1
John 3:1).
Bobbi Joyal
Via
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E T E R N I T Y
What is eternity? Many
definitions and illustrations have
been attempted, but they all fall
short of fully capturing the concept.
This is probably because we are so
accustomed to time – to counting
seconds, days and years – that we try
to picture eternity as never-ending
time. But eternity isn’t time that
never ends; it is the absence of time.
Eternity is timelessness.
Regardless of the way we choose
to try to understand eternity, let us
never lose sight of the truth that
eternity is a reality. The passing of
each day brings us all nearer to it,
and we must all enter it sooner or
later. What will eternity be like? The
Bible tells us a lot about it – in fact
the whole message of the Bible was
written by God who “inhabiteth eternity” (Isaiah 57:15) so that we might
know how to spend it with Him.
When all the teaching of the
Bible on eternity is “boiled down”
to its essence, we have two things
left: Heaven and Hell. These very

different destinies become the
dwellings of all those who have lived
on the earth. Your reality and mine
for eternity will be either the joys of
Heaven or the woes of Hell.
It’s amazing how things can
change when we get a new
perspective. The earth seems very
large to us, but when compared
to the vastness of the universe it
becomes very small. In an even more
impressive way, the significance of
the things that occupy us now will
change drastically when we look at
them in view of eternity.
Are you prepared for the reality of
eternity? Do you know where you
will be in eternity? Are the things
you care about today things that
will benefit yourself and others for
eternity? We urge you to take time
now to consider eternity Someone
has said: “Life is too uncertain,
death is too sure, and eternity is
too long to further risk delay.”
Moments for You

What is Salvation?

“I acknowledge my sin unto Thee … I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions
unto the Lord;’ and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin” (Psalm 32:5).
Salvation is not a complex thing. It is a simple yet profound faith in Christ. It
is more, however, than a casual inviting of Jesus into the heart. Salvation follows
a consciousness of sin, and sinfulness. It is an awareness that God’s standard has
not been met and a sense, therefore, of deserving His punishment for eternity.
There must be an honest confession of sin followed by faith in Christ. Then come
Divine forgiveness, spiritual rebirth, and a new life in Christ.
Choice Gleanings
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NAZI WAR
CRIMINAL VICTED
CON
In February 2008, a
Canadian, who was
convicted of brutally
torturing and killing nine
people at a Nazi prison
camp more than 60 years
ago, was extradited to Italy.

Michael Seifert faces a life sentence
in Italy where, seven years ago in
an Italian military court, he was
convicted in absentia of war crimes
committed during his time as an SS
guard in the Second World War. Seifert
has acknowledged being a guard
at the camp in 1944 and 1945, but
denies being involved in the atrocities.
Because he lied about his birthplace
and former occupation when he was
applying for Canadian citizenship, it
was revoked.1
Since he arrived in Canada in
1951, Mr. Seifert has lived in British
Columbia where he married and
raised a family. No doubt he thought
his guilty past was forgotten, but legal
justice finally caught up with him.
There is no thought that any good
deeds that he has done since the dark
days before 1951 will compensate
for his crimes. He is now waiting for
Italian authorities to decide what
they are going to do with him. We are
reminded of a verse from the Bible,
“ … be sure your sin will find you out”
(Numbers 32:23).

The Italian tribunal, however, is not
the final judgment that Mr. Seifert will
have to face. He, like everyone else,
will have to face the judgment of God
for his sin, for “It is appointed onto men
once to die, but after this the judgment”
(Hebrews 9:27), and “the wages of
sin is death…” (Romans 6:23). How
thankful we are that this verse doesn’t
end there, but adds “… but the gift of
God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.”
The good news for Mr. Seifert and
for all of us is that God has provided
a way of escape so we do not have
to suffer the eternal punishment
for our sin. In His love and mercy,
God sent His only Son to bear the
punishment for so us that “… we
might be made the righteousness of God
in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). We can
do nothing to earn this salvation. “For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast”
(Ephesians 2:8, 9).
1

Vancouver Sun 2008
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C H I L D R E N’ S

F E A T U R E

Soar

Freedom to
What a majestic bird! No wonder
the Bald Eagle is a symbol of freedom
and strength! It can soar at altitudes
of 10,000 feet. During flight, it can
effortlessly achieve speeds of 60 to
70 km per hour. It is known for its
excellent eyesight, and can spot a fish
from several hundred feet above the
water. Watching an eagle in flight is a
breath-taking experience, and certainly
should cause us to admire its Creator!
Now imagine an eagle being kept
in a cage, not able to soar through the
air. It cannot help itself; it is without
strength. What a hopeless
situation! This bird
was meant to fly, to be
strong and free!
Just like the caged
eagle, we are imprisoned
by sin. We were made
to have a relationship with the God
of Heaven, but we
are bound by our
sin and separated
from Him. The
sinful nature that
we were all born
with demands
its own
way. It
controls
our thought
life and
also
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our actions, causing us to do things
like cheat, boast and lie. We try to live
independently, with no thought of
God or His claim on us. We are without strength to break free from our
sinful habits.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be
free from the power of sin? Wouldn’t
it be great to live the way we should
live, in fellowship with our Creator?
The Word of God says that our sin
must be judged. We can do nothing
to deserve the forgiveness of God. We
need Someone who is greater than
ourselves, to not only forgive us, but to
give us the strength to live our lives in
a way that pleases Him.
God is the only one who can make
this possible. We cannot come to
Him our own way. He has provided
a Substitute, one who has taken the
punishment for our sin, so that we
can be free from sin’s control and
saved from the eternal punishment we
deserve.
The Lord Jesus Christ died for your
sins! God showed His great love for
you when He sent His sinless Son to
die on the cross. “While we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8). Have you taken your place as the
one who is without strength? Have you
put your faith in Him for salvation?
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
you will be saved (Acts 16:31).

YA

Living Soul Z

the real person (the soul) enters either
It is a commonly believed
Heaven or Hell, and only the shell of
today that humans are a fluke of
the person remains (their body).
evolution; a mere conglomeration
Many people today evade the
of cells that over millions of years
thought that they are an eternal being
have adapted favorably to their
because in accepting that truth they
environment, rendering a living,
also embrace the fact that they will
feeling, communicating, reasoning,
eventually meet their Creator. Since
and reproducing life form. The Bible,
there is a God who has
however, clearly teaches
created us, and since we
that we were deliberately
The part of
are indeed eternal souls,
designed and created by
each of us should be
God, and that each of us
us that feels, then
planning for our after-life.
possesses an immortal
desires, hopes,
Adolph Hitler was a
soul that will continue to
man of ambition. He
live after our bodies have
dreams, and eventually became the
been destroyed by decay.
Fuhrer of Germany and
The Bible describes
searches, is
leader of the Nazi regime.
the creation of the first
the soul.
While the world was
human in the following
still reeling from WW1,
way: “And the Lord God
Hitler amassed an astounding amount
formed man of the dust of the ground,
of arms and resources, and with his
and breathed into his nostrils the breath
blitzkrieg conquered much of Europe
of life; and man became a living soul”
and part of North Africa. It seemed
(Genesis 2:7). The verse does not say,
that he was literally seeking to ‘gain
“and man became a living body”; rather,
the whole world.’
“man became a living soul”. We are
April 1945 found the Allied Forces
souls, and we have bodies; we are not
just west of Berlin and the Red Army
merely bodies.
advancing from the east. As the pathetic
We see our body, but the real
shreds of the Third Reich crumbled
individual is within. The part of us
above him, Hitler committed suicide
that feels, desires, hopes, dreams, and
in his underground bunker. We have
searches, is the soul. People speak of
someone, who has died as being ‘gone’, no reasonable hope that Hitler was
prepared to meet his God.
even though the person’s body may
continued next page.
still be present. When someone dies
Via
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Man a Living Soul continued.
The Bible raises a very valid question
in Mark 8:36, 37: “For what shall it profit
a man if he shall gain the whole world and
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?”
How would you personally respond
to that question? What would be the
benefit of gaining everything that the
world has to offer only to die and leave
it all behind? What would it profit
you? This life is just a stepping stone

to eternity. The wise will not invest in
this life, but in the life to come. “It is
appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).
What will you trade for your soul? It
may be for much less than the whole
world, but even the whole world would
not be worth the exchange. Prepare
for eternity today while there is still
time. After all, what is worth trading
for your soul?

Is Anything Free?
D

o you ever wonder what longlasting impacts rising prices
in the marketplace will have on our
lifestyle? One reporter tried to make
us feel better about soaring gas prices
by informing us that printer ink costs
$4,468 per litre, Calvin Klein Eternity
perfume costs $1,277 per litre, Red
Bull drinks cost $10.44 per litre, and
Evian water costs $1.59 per litre, so
really the price of gas is not so bad!
Flour, lately, has jumped dramatically
in price. This has driven up the price
of a loaf of bread and a Tim Hortons
donut. It seems that no area of our life
is unaffected, from vacation costs, to
food costs, to energy costs.
So while we look around and
wonder about our economy, it is a
comfort to know that the Gift of
God is FREE! Regardless of changing
economic times, God’s Word tells us
that this gift will always be free. “The
word of our God shall stand for ever”
(Isaiah 40:8).
We could never pay the price for
our own sin. The Lord Jesus Christ,
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God’s only Son, took our penalty.
He suffered the punishment that
we deserved so that we can go free.
Not only are we saved from the
punishment for our sin, but we also
have a constant Companion to help
and guide us. We have the promise of a
home in Heaven when we die or when
the Lord Jesus returns to gather up His
loved ones. He is coming back. It could
be today! Are you ready?
What wonderful blessings are ours
when we are walking with the Lord.
All this is FREE to us because the Lord
Jesus paid our debt in full!

A

ome You Can’t Lose

There are some heartwrenching stories in the

United States just now about homeowners who are losing their homes.
Foreclosures are rampant. It is
estimated that 1.2 million families
across the country can’t make their
mortgage payments, and banks can’t
wait any longer.
Have you ever lost your home?
Do you know what it’s like to empty
your cupboards and pack up your
belongings – not because you want
to, but because you have to? Have you
ever ‘had’ to do the final sweep of your
home and then get in your packed car
and drive away for the last time?
Those who have lost their
homes speak of the shame and
embarrassment of having to break the
news to their family and neighbors.
They talk about seeing their lives
crumbling all around them and their
dreams evaporating as they move in
with relatives or into apartments.
The reality is that we can lose our
earthly homes as a result of our own
inability to make the payments – but
there is a home you can NOT lose. You
can miss it, but you can’t lose it.
Heaven is an offer from God that
depends completely on the sufficiency
of Christ – not our own endeavours.
Our debt of sin was huge, but the
Lord Jesus Christ suffered and died to
satisfy all that was outstanding against
us in God’s books (Romans 5:6, 8).
God now offers you an eternal home
in Heaven as a gift for you to either

accept or reject. The Lord Jesus Christ
secured it with His blood. Once you
have this eternal home, it is yours
forever. You will miss it if you reject
God’s gift.
Missing Heaven is a very real danger
and your regrets will be eternal. The
forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and
Heaven is not yours to earn or work
for, but to simply accept as a free gift
from God. Jesus said: “I give (it’s a gift)
unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish” (John 10:28). Never
means never!
“For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have
(possess) everlasting life” (John 3:16).
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FREE READING MATERIAL
To learn more about the Bible and its message for you please request from the
following list up to two items (North America only). Your request will be sent to
you without cost or obligation.
If you have any spiritual questions that you would like to discuss, please feel free
to contact us. We promise to provide clear answers from the Bible.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
NAME
ADDRESS





POSTAL/ZIP CODE

NEW TESTAMENT
ULTIMATE QUESTIONS. This 32-page colourful booklet answers 12
questions people might well ask about God and spiritual realities.
FOOD FOR NEW BELIEVERS. A 48-page booklet that explains truths that
are essential for spiritual growth.
LIVING YOUR NEW LIFE. A booklet packed with good advice for new
believers.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES. In addition you may also request any of the
following free Bible courses to study in your own home.
 THE BIBLE – WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU? An introductory study course for
young people or adults who are not familiar with the Bible.
 WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES. A study course for adults containing 12 lessons
about God, Jesus Christ, salvation, Heaven, and a number of other topics.
 NEWLIFE BIBLE STUDIES. A three-year course of monthly studies aimed at
young people aged 17 and older. Informative and interesting!
 Bible-Time Four grades of studies for children aged 5 to 16 years. A monthly,
attractive, modern and exciting way to learn about the Bible Stories, questions
and puzzles. (Pictures to color for younger grades only)
Parents must complete details below before their children receive Bible-Time
lessons. Attach a list of additional names if necessary.
/
Child’s Name

Date of Birth

D

/
M

Signature of Parent/Guardian
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