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Via Magazine is published annually by a group of Christians who
desire to share with you the good news of God’s salvation through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

EDITORIAL
Our desire is that all who
read this Via Magazine would
come to know the God of
the Bible in a personal way.
God speaks to us through His
Word - the Bible, through the
wonders of creation, through
our consciences and through
circumstances of life. In this
magazine we have tried to
present a variety of topics and
human experiences that will
help you to see your need of a
relationship with Him.
God loves you so much that
He gave His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, to die so that you might
live with Him eternally. Our
hope is that you will be shown
the way to Heaven through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Be sure to look for the hidden
light bulb in the magazine.
Stop to enjoy the articles as
you search! All of the Bible
quotations used in Via are from
the New King James version.
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YOU ARE
HERE!

It was a perfect day to visit the zoo.
The animals were active. The weather
was balmy. We were enthralled for
quite some time watching the monkeys
cavorting with one another, swinging
from the ropes and playing with the
toys. We strode from one exhibit to the
next, enjoying our day out as a family.
Finally we stopped outside the tiger
cage. The full day was taking its toll on
the children. It was time to go home.
But, where were we in relation to our
vehicle? Thankfully not too far from us
was a zoo map. With a nice bright star
it announced, “You are here!” We knew
we wanted to go to our van in parking
lot ‘F’, so all we had to do was plan our
route there by using the map.
Have you taken a look at the Two
Roads chart in the centre of this
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magazine? It is a map of life and eternity.
There is no bright star announcing,
“You are here”, but perhaps you already
know where you would place yourself on
this chart.
We are born on what the Bible calls
the Broad Way. Many stay on this road,
and their ultimate destination is Hell.
However, there is a small door leading
to the Narrow Way. The Lord Jesus
Christ, God’s beloved Son, said, “I am the
door” ( John 10:9). Because He paid the
price for our sin, when we trust Him as
Saviour our sins are no longer a barrier
to Heaven. We enter through the Door
onto the Narrow Way. Most of us readily
admit that we want to be in Heaven
when we die. If you know you are on the
Broad Way and you know you want to be
in Heaven, you must choose the Saviour.
No one knows how many steps they
will have in their journey toward the
pillar of death. For some people it will
be a few steps; for others it will be many.
Enter in at the Door while you have the
opportunity. One of these days, possibly
very soon, the Lord Jesus is going to
return to the air. All those who are saved
and on the Narrow Way will rise to meet
Him. The earth will be emptied of all
Christians. Those who are left behind
will no longer have a choice about their
destiny. They will eventually be in Hell.
Be sure you know where you are heading
in this journey of life!

Delivered
It was a late day at her office in Moncton, New Brunswick. Finally,
Jackie put on her suede jacket and headed to the parking lot to
go home. But she never arrived home that night. Nor did she
show up the next day. Jackie disappeared.
The family notified the police. The
search began. The various scenarios
were considered and the possibilities
were examined. What happened to
Jackie? The hours turned to days and
the days turned to weeks.
The family posted a $25,000 reward
for any information that might help
them to find her. Posters were placed
everywhere. A vigil was held and
flyer drops were made. The story
was constantly in the local news and
frequently on the national news.
A surveillance video, showing Jackie
exiting her place of work, was posted
on YouTube. Within a day or two, it
attracted over 25,000 hits.
The family tried to remain hopeful
but it had been almost a month since
Jackie disappeared. She had left no

note and given no plausible explanation
to calm their anxieties or to comfort
them.
Almost one month later, a frightened
woman ran out of the driveway of a
boarding house in Moncton, wearing
a t-shirt and shorts. Frantically, she
waved down a delivery truck. Moments
later, the startled driver sped away with
the woman in the truck.
Jackie was returned to her family
that evening. Can you imagine what
it must have been like for her to be
abducted by an older man, taken to
the basement of his boarding house
and to be physically confined for
almost a month? Can you imagine the
excitement, the thrill, the happiness
and the relief of escaping captivity and
finding freedom and safety?
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Delivered continued…
Spiritually there is a more sinister
captivity going on every day. The
Bible says that people are held
captive by the cords and shackles of
their own sins. Sin is monster-like in
its grip and debilitating in its effect.
“His own iniquities entrap the wicked man,
and he is caught in the cords of his sin”
(Proverbs 5:22).
Sin is a tyrant in our lives. The
Bible uses metaphors such as slavery
and bondage to convey the awfulness
of sin in the human family. Sin often
offers short term pleasures to ensnare
a person into a lifetime of bitter
bondage. Ultimately, it brings about
death and eternal destruction unless
freedom can be found.
In the Bible frequent references are
made to the reality of sin in our lives.
Every person (not just a few bad ones)
needs to be freed from the dominating
tyranny of sin (Romans 3:23, Romans
6:23). Sin is cruel because if it has its
way, it will land you in Hell.
The good news is there is freedom!
You can escape the bondage of sin.
You can escape the ultimate end of
sin - eternal death. You cannot buy
or earn your freedom. If you are ever
going to be freed from that bondage you will have to accept God’s gift.
Two thousand years ago, Christ
died for your sins upon the cross. He
was raised from the dead and He has
both the power and the authority to set
you free today. He wants to. Will you
turn to Him for freedom and liberty?
Receive Christ as your Saviour.
“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you
shall be free indeed” ( John 8:36).
heaven4sure.com
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MY C
I was born a British citizen. This
year I became a Canadian citizen as
well. Citizenship and Immigration
Canada are fully aware of my dual
citizenship but they have no idea that
I also have a third. I am also a citizen
of Heaven!
There are criteria that a person
must meet before being eligible for
citizenship. One of these is having
no criminal history. To be eligible
for Heaven you must admit that you
HAVE done wrong and sinned against
God. What a difference!
Many, who were affirmed citizens
at the same time as me, came from
countries of oppression. To finally be
free and feel safe was a great relief
to them. Sin ensnares our lives in
bondage that is much greater than an
oppressive nation, for “Whoever commits
sin is a slave of sin” ( John 8:34).
It cost $200 to become a citizen
of Canada but it cost me nothing
to ensure I was going to Heaven.
However, it cost the Lord Jesus Christ
His life. He paid the price for my
sin so I could enter Heaven
with a clean record in the
sight of God.
Although I had
lived in Canada for ten
years and have a Canadian
husband, I wasn’t Canadian.
I had to take action! In the
same way I had to make a definite
application of faith in Christ. Growing
up with Christian parents, going to

Y CITI ZENSHI P
church and doing your best does not
make you a Christian. It is a personal
matter and you must come on God’s
terms. “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).
To become a citizen I had to swear
allegiance to the Queen. To be in
Heaven, our allegiance must also
change. We must turn our back on
sin and accept Jesus Christ as Lord of
our lives. “If you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved” (Romans 10:9).
The Government of Canada can
revoke my citizenship at any time.
My Heavenly citizenship can
never be revoked! Even
though I have
pledged my

allegiance to Jesus Christ, I still sin
at times (to my dismay). The payment
that was made for me at the cross was
enough to ensure that I am forever
safe: “I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish” ( John 10:28).
Citizenship secures benefits for those
to whom it is granted. Heaven bestows
the BEST benefits! I now have a
restored relationship with God, my sins
are forgiven, I have eternal life and I
KNOW that I will be in Heaven.
“Our citizenship is in Heaven”
(Philippians 3:20).

A Lost
Masterpiece
It was stunning news in the Arts
world. A piece of artwork that no one
knew even existed had been found.
When the simple painting surfaced
at an art auction, it was assumed to be
the work of a 19th century German
artist. Peter Silverman was drawn to
the portrait. He wondered if it had
been attributed to the wrong artist and
era. At that time a New York dealer
purchased the painting for $19,000. But
a decade later Silverman, recognizing
the portrait in a Manhattan gallery,
quickly purchased it for $20,000.
Silverman had experts study the
portrait with sophisticated technology.
The quality of the work suggested it
came from the hand of a master artist
who was left-handed. The young
woman’s costume and hairstyle were
determined to be from the late 1400’s,
not the 19th century.
A forensic art expert discovered a
fingerprint that was not discernible
by human eyes. It perfectly matched a
fingerprint on Leonardo Da Vinci’s St.
Jerome. The value of the small portrait
immediately soared to over $150 million.
It is now called La Bella Principessa.
This reminds us of another
masterpiece. There is something unique
about human beings, and yet so often
we undervalue ourselves. We sell
8
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ourselves to a job, to the pursuit of fame
or pleasure or to an addiction. None
of these reflect the true value of the
human soul that bears the fingerprint
of God.
The Bible says that God placed His
imprint on us. “Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness...So God
created man in His own image; in the image
of God He created him; male and female
He created them” (Genesis 1:26,27). We
are distinct and separate from the rest
of God’s creation. We were made to
enjoy a relationship with God, but that
relationship was broken by sin.
You are worth more than any
Leonardo Da Vinci painting. God
places an infinite value on you. The
Lord Jesus said, “For the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was
lost” (Luke 19:10). God loves you so
much that He gave His Son to die on
the cross for sin - the sin that marred
His masterpiece. Through faith in
Him, all your sins can be forgiven and
the masterpiece-status He originally
intended for you can be fully realized.
Would you like to be found and
start the rest of your life with the value
and the meaning that God has always
intended for you?
heaven4sure.com

A Gift of Tulips
How we appreciate those bright,
multicoloured harbingers of spring! In
Ottawa alone, Canada’s capital city, over
a million tulips bloom each year. Such a
profusion of this particular spring flower
in Ottawa, is a result of a kindness shown
over sixty years ago.
During the dark days of World War
II, there was an urgent need for a haven
for the heir of the Dutch throne. So, in
June of 1940, Princess Juliana and her
family took up residence in Ottawa.
They remained as guests until the end of
the war.
In the Netherlands, starvation and
suffering continued to ravage the
country. By the winter of 1944-45 there
was no electricity, no fuel, and very little
food. In that last winter alone, 18,000
Dutch people succumbed to starvation.
In the spring of 1945 the Canadian
troops participated in the liberation of
the Netherlands. Lasting bonds were
created between the two countries.
After the war, the people of the
Netherlands sent 100,000 tulip bulbs to
Canada’s capital as a gift of appreciation.
Princess Juliana sent another 20,000.
Each year Ottawa still receives 20,000
tulip bulbs from the Royal Family and
the Dutch Bulb Growers as a thank you

for sheltering the Royal Family and for
Canada’s help during WWII.
Almost two thousand years ago,
another place of safety was provided
and another liberation was secured for
countless millions of people. Because
the first man, Adam, disobeyed God,
the whole world was under the control
and bondage of Satan. “Just as through
one man sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all
men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). A
holy God cannot overlook sin. It must
be punished. “But He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was
upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed”
(Isaiah 53:5).
When the Lord Jesus Christ died
on the cross, He bore the punishment
for the sin of the whole world to God’s
eternal satisfaction. For those who repent
of their sins and accept His offer of
salvation, He becomes the true Liberator
and place of refuge from God’s wrath
against sin. Yet, relatively few have
shown any appreciation or thanked God
for His great love gift in the person of
His Son. Have you? Have you accepted
the Lord Jesus as your Saviour? He is the
greatest gift you can ever receive.
Via
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Children’s Feature

•

Lambert the Lost Sheep
Lambert was walking around the
field on his shaky little legs. Like most
lambs, he could walk very soon after
he was born. He was calling for his
mother because he was getting very
hungry. Lambert’s sad bleating echoed
in the field.
The shepherd, Mr. Goodman,
heard the hungry little lamb. He knew
Lambert didn’t have a mother. He also
knew there was a lonely mother sheep in
the same field. She was looking for her
lamb but her lamb had died. Because the
mother sheep only wanted her lamb, Mr.
Goodman had a plan to bring Lambert
and the mother together. He caught
Lambert and covered him with the
fleece from the other lamb. It was like a
big fuzzy blanket. Lambert wasn’t sure
he liked it! The shepherd led Lambert
over to the mother sheep. She could
only smell her lamb because Lambert’s
smell was covered up, so she decided she
would be Lambert’s mother. He was very
happy.

Like Lambert, you and I need to be
adopted. The Lord Jesus Christ died
on the cross and took our punishment.
When we accept Him as our Saviour,
our sin is washed away. God then sees us
as part of His family, fit for Heaven.
Lambert grew up in his flock. His
fleece grew nice and thick. He acted just
like the sheep he was. He saw his friends
wiggling through a hole in the hedge and
he followed. He didn’t stop to think of
the trouble he might get into. We are like
that too! The Bible says, “All we like sheep
have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6). We follow
people and do foolish things.
In England, where Lambert lived,
there are brambles. Brambles have many
sharp, spiky thorns. Lambert with his
fluffy coat got caught in the brambles. If
he had backed away, he would have been
free, but instead he panicked. He turned
around and around in circles looking for
an escape. More and more thorns found
his fleece. Lambert was held tighter and
tighter until he was firmly stuck. He
needed Mr. Goodman to rescue him.
Like sheep, we get ourselves into
trouble. Have you ever done something
wrong and lied to cover it up? We
are so stuck in sin that we need the
Shepherd to rescue us. Thankfully the
Lord Jesus Christ said, “I am the Good
Shepherd. The Good Shepherd gives His life
for the sheep” ( John 10:11). He will rescue
us when we ask.
Talking about the Bible, the Psalmist said,
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path” (Psalm 119:105). We should read our Bibles
because that is the way God speaks to us. To
help you remember that the Bible is a light for
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. . . TEEN TALK
Our teen years are marked by learning to develop our own ideas. We make
decisions for ourselves, based on what we
can determine from information around
us. Here is something for you to consider:
The World’s Best Seller
Some university professors sneer at the
Bible, confidently affirming that it is an
irrelevant relic from a former age. Even
a few religious leaders give the Bible a
thumbs-down rating as if it was quickly
losing its popularity and relevance.
Maybe you are allowing others to
influence your thinking against the
Bible. With all the hype of anti-Bible
books flooding the market, is the Bible
really losing its popularity?
Daniel Radosh is listed as one of the
World’s Top 25 Bloggers. He is not a
Christian - he would be very quick to
tell you that - and he is not going to
exaggerate the popularity of the Bible.
He wrote in The New Yorker: “The
familiar observation that the Bible is the
best-selling book of all times obscures
a more startling fact: the Bible is
the best-selling book of the year,
every year.”
Wikipedia lists the second most popuyour path in life, we have hidden a light bulb
somewhere in this magazine. See if you can
find it! If you live in North America, send us
your name and address, where you found the
light bulb and we will send you a prize.

lar book of all times as Chairman Mao’s
Little Red Book in China. They estimate
800-900 million copies have been sold.
The Holy Bible claims the most popular
book easily, with estimates of between
2.5 billion to 6 billion being sold.
Read it for yourself!
The Bible is the only God-breathed,
infallible, and indestructible written
Word of God. Assuming that to be
true, shouldn’t you give it some serious
consideration?
Yes, the Bible is a big book, and some
things are very difficult to understand.
But if you approach the Bible with
an honest mind, asking God to speak
to your heart as you read it, you will
discover the Bible is a ‘living’ book.
“For the word of God is living and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword...and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart” (Hebrews 4:12).
• How did the world begin? - read
Genesis.
• What will mark the end of time? read Revelation.
• Like Poetry? - read the Psalms.
• Are you intrigued by words of
wisdom? - read the Proverbs.
• How does God see you and all of
the human race? - read Romans.
• Who is the Lord Jesus Christ? read the Gospel of John.
heaven4sure.com
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This chart depicts the two roads
referred to in Matthew 7:13-14:
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is
the gate and broad is the way that leads
to destruction, and there are many who
go in by it. Because narrow is the gate…
which leads to life, and there are few
who find it.” We are all on either the
Broad Way or the Narrow Way
- there is no middle path. Death
crosses both the Broad and Narrow
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Way. The bodies of both believers
(those who have accepted Christ
as Saviour) and unbelievers (those
who have not received Christ) go
to the Grave. The believer’s soul
goes to Heaven; the soul of the
unbeliever to Hell. The Rapture,
when Christ returns to the air and
“catches up” all living believers,
could happen at any time. When
this takes place, the bodies and

DESTINIES CHART
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souls of those believers who have
already died will be reunited to
stand before the Judgment Seat
of Christ, where their lives will
be evaluated and rewarded. Then
begins a seven-year period called the
Tribulation in which judgment
occurs on the earth, culminating
in the Battle of Armageddon.
The Tribulation will be followed
by the Millennium, when Christ

Judgment of the
Great White Throne
REV. 20:11-15

The Lake
of Fire
REV. 20:14-15

will reign on the earth for 1,000
years. At the end of this period, the
bodies of unbelievers will be resurrected and reunited with their souls
to stand at the Judgment of the
Great White Throne, and then
cast into the Lake of Fire for eternal punishment. New Heavens
and a New Earth will then be
created which will last for eternity.
On which road are you?
Via
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Missing

the

Mark
C

Thomas Lamb Airways, later
re-named Lambair, was founded by
Tom Lamb in 1934. It was created to
quickly transport fish from The Pas
in Northern Canada to where it could
reach the USA markets. Tom and
his six sons moved trappers and fur,
fishermen and fish, miners and mining
equipment as well as supporting isolated
communities of Northern Canada.
Their motto was, “Do not ask where we
fly, tell us where you want to go”.
On November 13, 1979, a Lambair
flight took off from Churchill heading
for Chesterfield Inlet. On board this
plane was a flight crew of three as well
as cargo of one snowmobile and many
cases of soft drinks for the Arctic Co-op.
Reportedly the plane was overloaded.
Shortly into the flight, one of the two
engines experienced trouble, forcing the
crew to descend and turn back to the
Churchill airport. Just one-quarter of a
mile short of the runway, a wing clipped
a power pole causing a crash landing
on the unforgiving rocks. Thankfully,
although two of the crew were seriously
injured, no one was killed in the
14

Via

accident. The wreckage of this plane can
still be found on the scenic route along
the Hudson Bay in Churchill, Manitoba.
This particular plane had been flying
since 1945. Although it was only onequarter of a mile from the runway, the
plane still missed the mark. It did not
make it to a safe haven.
Perhaps you have been ‘flying’ for
many years, comfortable with life. Or
maybe, like many of us, you are laden
with the baggage of life. Although we
may try to prepare ourselves for Heaven,
there is nothing we can do in ourselves,
to get rid of our own cargo of sin. The
good news is that the work has been
done for us! The Lord Jesus Christ,
the spotless Son of God, took our sin
and paid the price for it on the cross of
Calvary. The Lord Jesus said, “Come to
Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
Because He loves us, He willingly
took our place so that we can be made
right with God. When we come to Him,
confessing our sins and trusting Him, we
can be sure of our place in Heaven. We
will not miss the mark!

The big ‘C’ word that puts fear into
the heart when the doctor makes his
diagnosis has been a prominent intruder
into our family. My granddaughter died
of this dread disease. My mother and
eight of my twelve siblings, have all died
of cancer. I, one of the remaining three,
have had surgery for removal of my
bladder, kidney and half of one lung.
Those who have experienced
a bout of cancer know the
ever-present thought,
“When or will it ever
come back?” As
yet, there is no
known cure. We
are merely called
survivors.
Although I
know what it is to
anticipate a serious
surgical procedure,
I have been able to
face it without fear for I
know a few more ‘C’ words
that can bring confidence and
peace.
Over sixty years ago, I was convicted
of my sin and realized that in God’s
sight I was “condemned already”
( John 3:18). When I confessed that

birth I can put my confidence in God’s
Word. From a spiritual point of view,
I am not merely a survivor, but a new
creation, for “if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). I now
look forward to His return when He
will change my mortal body to one of
immortality.
I did not have to pay for any of
these medical procedures, for they
were paid by the Canadian
medical system. When
the Lord Jesus Christ
was crucified
on the cross at
the place called
Calvary, He
completed
the work of my
redemption and
paid the cost of my
salvation. He was
buried, but His body
saw no corruption,
for He was raised from the
dead on the third day and was
taken up into Heaven (Acts 1:9).
I don’t know how long I will survive,
but if I die, I have the certainty that
I will be absent from the body and
present with the Lord (2 Corinthians
5:8). But I also have the blessed hope
that I may never experience physical
death, for when He went away, the Lord
Jesus promised that He would return.
Those who have received Him as their
Saviour will be “caught up. . .to meet the
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be
with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).
If the ‘C’ word comes into your life,
would you have the comfort of knowing
that you have an eternal home waiting
for you in Heaven?

THE BIG

‘C’
WORD

As yet, there is
no known cure.
We are merely
called survivors.
I was a sinner, I received the cure for
my sin: I was converted and received
the Comforter (the Holy Spirit) that
the Lord promised in John 14:16. I am
a Christian, and because of my new

Sandy Smith
Via
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Throughout human history, billions
of people have looked for a higher being.
Feeling an inner emptiness, some people
have sought a spirit or idea that could
give their lives meaning, purpose and
comfort for what lies beyond the grave.
Other people have a sense that we are
surrounded by superior but unknown
beings and attempt to contact them in
trances or by other means. Such attempts
to find God fail because He alone can
show us how to come to Him.
In the past God made His purposes
known to those who came to Him
by faith. Abraham and his offspring
had a relationship with God. As a
result of that relationship, God was
with the Children of Israel. His glory
dwelt in the temple in Jerusalem for
many years. Tens of thousands of
people came to the temple every year
hoping to approach God. However,
even for these favoured people, God
remained separate. He limited his
physical presence to the innermost
and most holy part of the temple that
was separated from the rest of the
temple by a heavy curtain. Gentiles
were barred from the temple courts,
and Jewish women could not approach
beyond the court of the women. Even
the priests were forbidden to enter the
16
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most holy place where the presence of
God dwelt.
God’s intent was for people to enjoy
His presence. Nearly 2000 years
ago, a new way of access to God was
opened through the Lord Jesus Christ
when He rose from the dead and went
back to Heaven. No longer does God
confine Himself to a building or a
city. He is accessible to all those who
come to Him by faith. This way is not
restricted to any nationality, gender
or social class but is open to all who
“believe that He (God) is, and that He is
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him
(Hebrews 11:6).
“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a
new and living way which He consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh”
(Hebrews 10:19,20). The priests serving
in the temple on the day of Christ’s
crucifixion were some of the first to see
evidence of the new and living way to
God. They saw and heard the curtain
that separated them from the holy place
tear from the top to the bottom, as God
showed them this was no longer the way
to access His presence. (Luke 23:45).
Sin is the barrier for people wanting
to come into God’s presence. Our sin
must first be removed. On the cross at

A model of the innermost part of the temple.
Calvary, the Lord Jesus experienced
God’s judgment for the sin of the world.
Through this sacrifice, God has removed
every barrier that could prevent anyone
from coming to Him. However, this new
way of access will be of no value to you
unless you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Have you come to God through the
Lord Jesus Christ? He claimed “I am

the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me” ( John
14:6). When you accept Him as your
Saviour, He will enable you to know
and serve His Father, God. You will
have a personal relationship with Him
that is meaningful. You will have a
clear purpose for living and He will
comfort you on your path.

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have
ordained, what is man that You are mindful of Him?” (Psalm 8:3,4)
If it cost a penny to travel a thousand miles, a cruise to the moon would be only
$2.38. But if you wanted to go to the sun, the one-way ticket would cost $930. And
a trip to the nearest star would be - hold onto your hat - $260 million. Yet a place in
the very heart of the One who made this vast universe is free, based on the priceless
sacrifice of Christ. Have you reserved your place?
Choice Gleanings
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Ken n ed y’s

Letter to
the Pop e

Senator Edward Kennedy was a man of significant inf luence in the United
States of America for almost half a century. He survived many personal issues
and family troubles. On May 20, 2008, Mr. Kennedy faced another major hurdle
- a brain tumor that proved to be an insurmountable barrier. He left this life for
eternity on August 25, 2009.
As the late Senator Kennedy faced what he called “the next passage of life”, he
requested the President of his country to hand-deliver a letter from him to the head of
the Roman Catholic Church, Pope Benedict XVI. In the letter he wrote:
“Most Holy Father, I asked President Obama to personally hand-deliver this
letter to you. I am writing with deep humility to ask that you pray for me… I
know that I have been an imperfect human being, but with the help of my faith
I have tried to right my path…I have done my best to champion the rights of
the poor and open doors of economic opportunity. I have worked to welcome
the immigrant, to fight discrimination, and expand access to health care and
education… I have always tried to be a faithful Catholic Your Holiness. And
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though I have fallen short through human failings, I have never failed to believe
and respect the fundamental teachings of my faith. I…would be most thankful
for your prayers for me.”¹
During the 50 days after Mr. Kennedy wrote his letter, I hope he found the peace
and forgiveness that comes from knowing Christ as his personal Saviour, but there
are lessons for us that can be learned from his letter.
Lesson #1: Prepare today to meet your Maker.
The Bible says: “Prepare to meet your God” (Amos 4:12). Are you ready to die? Do you
have some unattended business to clear up between you and your Maker before you
go out to meet Him?
Lesson #2: You have failed according to God’s standards.
Mr. Kennedy was not the only imperfect human being nor was he the only one
who had fallen short of God’s holy standards. The Bible is clear - not one person on
this planet measures up to God’s righteous requirements. We are all sinners (Romans
3:23). No one has any ‘goodness’ to offer God to gain His favor. Mr. Kennedy was
preparing for death and he was facing his own guilt over failures in his life. What
about you? Have you faced the guilt of your sins?
Lesson #3: Doing your best is not the way to get eternal life and Heaven.
Religion (not the Bible!) teaches that our human efforts will influence God’s
decision as to whether you go to Heaven or Hell after you die.
The Bible is clear - when God grants eternal life He gives it as a gift - not a reward
for accomplishments on earth. “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). We are saved through faith alone in the Lord
Jesus Christ. “It is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9).
Lesson #4: Your record of sinful failures and your guilt can be
completely removed.
Regardless of our failures in the past, the Bible says, “The blood of Jesus Christ His
(God’s) Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). Christ died for your sins and took all the
punishment. Now God can offer you, free without charge, the complete forgiveness
of all your sins the moment you trust His Son as your own personal Saviour. But you
must accept God’s offer!
Lesson #5: There is only one mediator between you and God.
There is nothing wrong with asking others to pray for you, but no human being,
regardless of their status, can mediate on your behalf in helping you to find favor with
God. Forgiveness is through Christ alone. There is no other way to atone or make
amends for your sins. “Through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins” (Acts
13:38). “There is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus” (1
Timothy 2:5).
Accept God’s offer of salvation today!
heaven4sure.com
(1) Washington Post dated August 29, 2009
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Our Bridge
Perhaps you are like a friend of mine?
He thought about life and creation and
his eternal destiny. He was a religious
man but he was seeking answers and
peace. He asked the ecclesiastical
members of his family for help in his
quest. Everything that was suggested he
do, he tried to accomplish. He prayed,
he gave of his time and money, he
faithfully attended religious services but
still he did not feel peace. He thought he
would have to work harder to make sure
God noticed him and had a place for
him in Heaven. He was holding tightly
onto what he could do.
In the meantime, my friend’s wife
had heard the message of salvation
and trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as
her Saviour. She invited the preacher
over to the house for supper. After
supper, he sat across the table from
my friend and showed him a gospel
tract. It depicted two cliffs with the
cross as a bridge between them.
The Lord Jesus said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life.
No one comes to
the Father
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except through Me” ( John 14:6). My
friend was told that the work had
been done. The Lord Jesus died on
the cross and was punished for our
sins. When we trust the Lord Jesus
Christ, our sins are forgiven and we
can call God our Father. A connection
has been restored. Immediately, my
friend acknowledged that this was

When we trust the Lord
Jesus Christ, our sins are
forgiven and we can call
God our Father.
better than what he had. But he did
not accept God’s salvation that day.
In fact it took nine months of God
dealing with him, until one day while
he was out alone in the pasture fixing
the fence, he came to a decision. He
decided to trust in the finished work
of the Lord Jesus on the cross. He
believed that the Lord Jesus Christ
had taken the punishment for his sins,
making him right with God.
My friend will never see the
judgment of God because the Lord
Jesus took the judgment for him. He
prays for his family, that they will
choose God’s way of salvation
through the finished work of
the Lord Jesus.

Absolutely

Clean

If you live in the country, I am
sure you know the value of a reliable
truck. I feel extra confidence when I
f lick on my 4x4 to travel on muddy or
snowy roads. It is a wonderful thing
to get from point A to point B without
problems.
Travelling on muddy roads makes
my truck dirty. I wash it and wax it
to make it look shiny, but sadly, there
is never enough time to get the inside
cleaned too. As no one else will see the
dust, dog hair and food wrappers in
my truck, surely it’s clean enough for
now. Do you ever think this way?
This reminds me of how I used to live
my life and how others still live theirs.
We think we need trendy clothes, the
newest hairstyle, the latest cell phone,
and the right partner to look good. We
can look good on the outside, but it is
the inside that really matters. Having
a good looking truck that is filled with
rubbish isn’t really clean.
God can see what is on the inside.
He says that our hearts are wicked
( Jeremiah 17:9). Sinful things
continually proceed out of them: lying,
cheating, pride, laziness, hatred and
unbelief in God’s word (Matthew 15:19).
God knows our motives. He knows if
we have a genuine care or are merely
trying to promote ourselves. He sees the
things done in secret (Hebrews 4:13).
My truck can be fully appreciated
when it is being used for its intended
purpose and when it is clean inside

and out. Without God’s salvation, we
are under His condemnation. We are
guilty. Sin controls us. No matter how
good we look on the outside, God sees
the whole package.
If you have never recognized your
need to repent before a holy God, I
encourage you to do so today. As a
holy and good judge, He cannot let sin
go unpunished (Romans 6:23). Because
He loves us, God sent His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ, to pay for our sin
on the cross. He is the only one who
can make us clean. He is the only one
who can take us from point A (Earth)
to point B (Heaven). I encourage you to
turn to Him today because the blood
of Jesus Christ “cleanses us from all sin”
(1 John 1:7).
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FREE READING MATERIAL
To learn more about the Bible and its message for you please request from the
following list up to two items (North America only). Your request will be sent to
you without cost or obligation.
If you have any spiritual questions that you would like to discuss, please feel free
to contact us. We promise to provide clear answers from the Bible.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
NAME
ADDRESS
POSTAL/ZIP CODE






NEW TESTAMENT
ULTIMATE QUESTIONS. This 32-page colourful booklet answers 12
questions people might well ask about God and spiritual realities.
THE GOOD TEST. A 17 minute DVD that tells us how good we must be to
get to Heaven.
LIVING YOUR NEW LIFE. A booklet packed with good advice for new
believers.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES. In addition you may also request any of
the following free Bible courses to study in your own home.
 THE BIBLE – WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU? An introductory study course
for young people or adults who are not familiar with the Bible.
 WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES. A study course for adults containing 12
lessons about God, Jesus Christ, salvation, Heaven, and a number of other
topics.
 NEWLIFE BIBLE STUDIES. A three-year course of monthly studies aimed
at young people aged 17 and older. Informative and interesting!
 BIBLETIME. Four grades of studies for children aged 5 to 16 years. A
monthly, attractive, modern and exciting way to learn about the Bible Stories,
questions and puzzles. (Pictures to color for younger grades only.)
View Bibletime & NewLife courses online at www.bible-n-more.com and learn
about the PBS Centre.
Parents must complete details below before their children receive Bibletime
lessons. Attach a list of additional names if necessary.

Child’s Name

Date of Birth
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Signature of Parent/Guardian
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