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It is important to be prepared for
events in life. Being prepared for
eternity is vitally important.
Many stories in this Via Magazine
tell of people preparing for an
event, whether climbing Mt.
Everest, competing in a triathlon,
retrieving a beloved dog, or sailing
a ship. These articles also inform
you how to be ready to meet God
when your life on earth is over.
Lezar tells how he came to meet
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour on
his hospital bed. Daniel took his
faith step before it was too late.
If you have not trusted the Lord
Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you
are not ready to meet God. Your
sins have placed a barrier between
you and God. You are separated
from Him. Eternal life is available to
you through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Be wise! As you prepare for
various events in your present life,
ensure your preparations for the
next have also been made.
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y mind cannot wrap itself
around the speed of technology
these days. Who would have
thought, 50 years ago, that we would
be walking around with phones in our
pockets? Not only can we talk on our
phones but we can also access the World
Wide Web with instant information from
anywhere in the world.
As functional as your phone may seem,
there always seems to be another model
that does more amazing things, faster
and easier. It seems that people are not
content for long with their current model
of phone but are soon ready to upgrade.
But even the best phones don’t always
work perfectly. If there is no mobile service
where you are, you will not be able to talk
or surf the Web. Phone plans are expensive
and buying minutes can be a chore.
Talking plans, text bundles, and battery
charging, all need to be dealt with. But
do you know there is a communication
package available that is out of this world?
We have a God with whom we can have
instant access at all times. He promises to
supply all our needs when we trust Him.
We don’t need a dial tone to speak to Him,
and most certainly we don’t need money
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to buy minutes to hear His voice. We hear
His voice through His Word, the Bible.
God’s Word shares the way to be sure of
eternal life. It contains all the information
we need to keep us walking in fellowship
with God.
God does require that we be on
His ‘plan’ of salvation. In order to
have fellowship with God and to have
unlimited talking minutes, the barrier of
sin must be removed. God hates sin. It
blocks fellowship with Him. God’s ‘plan’
although free to us, cost Him His only
Son. The Bible says, “The wages of sin is
death”. This means no communication
with God but separation from Him in a
place of punishment for ever. However,
the same verse adds that “the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord ”
(Romans 6:23).
Do you value talking time and
fellowship with God? Have you heard His
voice? Receive His plan of salvation today.
The contract has been paid by the death
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
He has dealt with the barrier of your sin.
Jesus said, “He who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting
life” (John 5:24).

His
FINAL
   Step
“But why Daniel”? This question has
been asked over and over. Why did he
have to leave us so soon? He was so young;
just a week shy of his 18th birthday.
The canoe and camping trip was a go.
His occupation was planned. His future
was as bright as his smile. This summer
morning was to be like any other; shower,
breakfast and off to work at the nearby
store. And it was Friday!
A Christian conference with friends
was part of the weekend, except the
weekend didn’t arrive for Daniel. He took
his final step Friday morning! Little did
he realize as he stepped from the shower
that it would be a fatal step. Few know
when their last step will be taken. David,
a king from the Bible, knew that there was
just a step between him and death at any
given moment. While unplanned and not
invited, this final step awaits each one of
us. For Daniel, it was a simple step from
the shower onto a bee. Routine yet final!
The paramedics were professional.
The helicopter was fast and efficient. The
doctors and staff at the trauma centre did
their best, but by Saturday Daniel was
gone! Plans were forever shelved. Grief
filled the family and shock permeated
the community. Disbelief like a dark
thundercloud engulfed his circle of loved
ones. Yet it was true. Life succumbed to
death. The days and years of time would
now be called Eternity. Earth was traded
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His Final Step continued
for Heaven! Talk about a change; a
contrast.
Maybe you have wondered what
really does happen when death knocks.
The Bible teaches that we are all
travelling towards one of two destinies
(Matthew 7:13-14). And yes, Heaven
is one of them. We are made with a
body, a soul and a spirit. The body
is like a car. The soul and spirit with
emotions and personality are like a
passenger in the car. Life is like a big,
long trip or in Daniel’s case a short, fast
one. When death is reached the body
comes to a stop. It is like parking the
car. The occupant opens the door and
leaves. But to where? The Bible tells
about what happens to every believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ when their
life on Earth stops, “absent from the
body and to be present with the Lord ”
(2 Corinthians 5:8). In other words,
the real person leaves the body and is
instantly with Jesus in Heaven. That
is the huge step that Daniel took when
his life ended. In fact, he will be with
the Lord forever. When you take your
“forever” step, where will you be?
Every person needs a faith step
before they die. Jesus invites us, “Come
to me” (Matthew 11:28). He invites
everyone who is tired and weary to find
rest in Him. Every person carrying a
heavy load is invited to lay it at His
feet. Every broken heart can find relief.
Every sin can be forgiven. Daniel took
his faith step in his early teens. What a
blessing that he did. Will you come to
the Saviour today?
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o one had forecasted a shipwreck
as the Costa Concordia cruise
ship left its port near Rome.
Over 3000 guests on board the luxury
liner were expecting a safe and enjoyable
trip. They looked forward to relaxation,
delicious food and scenic stops before
returning to home port.
Whatever Captain Schettino was
thinking and doing we can’t be sure.
But in January 2012, the cruise ship
slammed into the rocks off Giglio. With
an enormous gash in its hull, the ship
quickly began to list and sink. The head of
Costa Cruises blamed the captain for the
wreck because he deviated from frequently
travelled routes.
Have you ever thought of this world
as a big cruise ship that slammed into a
massive rock somewhere along the way?
Rivers of tears, broken hearts and homes,
wasted lives, starving people, scandals,
empty dreams, mundane living, anger,
and abuse mark our world.
A colossal disaster did occur. The first
man, Adam chose to deviate from the
God-planned route for the journey of the
human race. Adam slammed the ship
into rocks of sin when he rebelled against
the Creator in the Garden of Eden. The
resulting damage is still felt everywhere
and in all of us today. The Bible says,
“Therefore...through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men, because all sinned ”
(Romans 5:12).
Most, though tragically not all, on
board the Costa Concordia had the
option of scrambling into lifeboats. It

is to Blame?
would have been foolish to drown out
the noise by turning up the music or to
waste time tidying up the cabins. The ship
was doomed. Get off! If anyone ignored
realities and lingered in the luxurious
rooms, that would be their choice. If
someone preferred the sinking luxury liner
over the rescue lifeboats that too would be
their choice.
The 7 billion passengers on board the
ship of life today, have their own choice
to make. We can go down with the ship
and perish, or climb into the rescue boat
that has been so graciously and generously
provided for all by God.
Read the best known verse in the Bible
with the additional notations. Do you see
that you are given a choice?

“God so loved the world - so
shipwrecked and devastated by sin,
that He willingly gave His One and
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ to pay
for our sins by dying on the Cross, in
order to rescue perishing sinners; that
whoever - no matter who the person is
or what the person has done believes
in Him, that is receives, accepts or
trusts Christ as their personal Saviour,
should not perish in Hell, but have
everlasting life - right now in this life
and forever in Heaven” (John 3:16).
God has given you the ability to make
the choice. He has clearly provided
the way of escape. You must bear the
responsibility for the choice you make.
heaven4sure.com
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Children’s Article

Laddie was the most wonderful dog
in the world. At least that’s what Matt
thought. Even running errands for Mom
was fun for Matt if Laddie came along.
When Matt came home from school,
Laddie was always at the gate to meet
him. But one day, when Matt got home,
his dog had vanished.
“Where’s Laddie?” he asked his Mom.
“He’s probably curled up sleeping
somewhere,” she replied. “He’ll likely be
back soon.”
By the time Matt’s dad got home
from work, Laddie was still missing.
“Where did you see him last?” he asked
Matt.
“He followed me part way to school
this morning,” said Matt. “Do you
suppose he got lost and couldn’t find
his way home?”
“We’ll go out and look for him after
supper,” his father promised. But when
bedtime came, Laddie still hadn’t been
found. Long, lonesome days followed,
and still no trace could be found of his
dog.
Several weeks later, Matt was walking
past a hedge, when he heard a low
whimper. Peering through the gate, he
saw Laddie straining at a rope tied to his
collar. In an instant Matt was through
the gate and fumbling at the knot that
held Laddie prisoner.
8
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“What are you doing to my dog?”
angrily demanded a boy, older and
bigger than Matt.
“This is my puppy,” answered Matt. “I
lost him a few weeks ago.”
“Your dog, is it?” scoffed the older
boy. “Well, he’s mine now. Just try to get
him!”
Matt felt like crying at the thought of
leaving Laddie behind. Suddenly he had
an idea. “Would you sell him to me?” he
asked.
For a while the older boy considered.
“How much will you give me?” he asked.
“Well, I only have three dollars. But
you can take it all.”
“Tell you what,” said the boy, “you
give me the three dollars. Then I’ll untie
the dog, and if he wants to go home
with you, you can have him. If he wants
to stay with me, he’s mine.”
Matt raced home. As he ran, fear
gnawed at his heart. What if Laddie had
forgotten him? What if he stayed with
the older boy? Minutes later he was
giving all his money to the boy.
“OK, pup, it’s up to you,” said the
boy, as the knot was untied. With one
joyful bark, Laddie ran through the gate
toward Matt, and together they ran
home.
“You know, son,” said Dad, “that
reminds me of what the Lord Jesus did

for us. We were really His because He
created us. But we were lost, just like
your dog was, and tied up by sin. The
Lord Jesus loved us so much that He
came and paid the price to buy us back.
It cost Him all that He had - He gave His
life. And now all those who trust Him as
Lord and Saviour are set free to
follow Him. They are
His forever.”

Whenever Matt thinks of the time
that Laddie was lost, he remembers that
he was once a lost sinner, that he was
bought with a great price, and that he
now belongs to Jesus.
Bible Truth Publishers

The Lord
Jesus loved us so
much that He came
and paid the price
to buy us back.
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f someone asked you if you loved God,
you might say: “Of course I love God.
What kind of a person do you think I
am?!!”
Many people are afraid to say they really
don’t love God, in case He retaliates by
being unresponsive to them in a crisis.
So, making yourself believe you love God
offers you some reassurance that God
will hear you when you call. But let’s be
honest, is that really love?
Think of it this way: if you paid as
much attention over the last year to your
parents or grandparents as you have paid
to God during the same time period, what
would they conclude about how much you
love them?
For the most part, people only think
about God or try to communicate with
God when they can’t work things out
themselves or when they are afraid.
They may be afraid they won’t get the
new job; afraid that they will get caught
after messing up badly; afraid the
growing lump may be cancer; afraid the
judge will give them a stiff penalty; and
the list goes on.
The sad reality is - often God can be
totally ignored until a crisis happens. Then
like a call placed to the emergency number
911, we expect God to come to our rescue.
Is that loving God or using God?
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How would you define your relationship
with God up until now?
God is not obliged to respond to our
calls of distress, but so often the goodness
of God is shown when we least deserve
it. Did you know that when God shows
His goodness through acts of grace, He
actually wants to lead you to repentance
and to faith in His Son the Lord Jesus
Christ? (Romans 2:4).
Regardless of how a person has used
God or regarded God, God has made
the first move to demonstrate His own
amazing love for them - whether they ever
reciprocate by loving Him in return or
not. There may be many questions about
the sincerity of our love for God. One look
at the suffering and innocent Christ on
the Cross, enduring the horrible penalty
our sins deserved, should be all we need to
convince us of His love for us.
If you have admitted in your heart that
you have been guilty of ignoring or using
God, would you like to rethink your
relationship with Him? Would you like
to turn to God, admit the guilt of your
sins, and trust Christ as your personal
Saviour? There is eternal life available to
you through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Why not respond to God’s love today by
loving Him in return?
heaven4sure.com

Necessary Preparation

M

y boss registered to compete in the Subaru Ironman in Penticton,
British Colombia. The Ironman is a gruelling triathlon consisting
of a 3.8 km swim, a 180 km bike ride followed by a 42.2 km run.
Males and females of all ages and from all over the world entered this
competition. In order to attend the race, all of the participants needed to be
prepared.
Dave is a terrific boss and an exemplary family man but those qualities
by themselves would not get him through the Ironman. To be a participant,
Dave needed to make his decision to enter the race. He paid his entry fee
and arranged his transportation to the venue. Throughout the year, he kept
up with his training schedule and paid attention to his diet. He made sure
his bicycle, performance apparel and the other accessories he needed were
well maintained, so that the prospect of equipment failure was minimized.
We need to prepare for our eternal future just as Dave prepared for his
competition. The Bible says, “Prepare to meet your God ” (Amos 4:12). Each
person, male or female, from every part of the world must make his or her
own decision to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. He has paid the price so that
we can have a future home in Heaven. He went to the cross and suffered
God’s punishment for sin - yours and mine. He had no sin of His own but
willingly took our place. We can rest on His finished work. The Lord Jesus
said, “I am the Door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved ” (John 10:9).
Once you have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour
nothing can prevent you from spending eternity with Him in Heaven. But
as a Christian, we will want to pay attention to our spiritual food.
Dave’s family is also interested in
triathlons. Just because Dave has
performed well in other competitions
and trained for the race in Penticton,
it doesn’t mean that the rest of the
family is also ready to compete.
They have to do their own
training.
Similarly, your parents may be
Christians or you may faithfully
attend a Church, but that
doesn’t mean you are prepared
for eternity. Jesus said, “He
(or she) who believes in Me has
everlasting life” (John 6:47).
There is no other way
to Heaven.
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This chart depicts the two roads
referred to in Matthew 7:13-14:
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide
is the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate…which leads to life,
and there are few who find it.” We
are all on either the Broad Way
or the Narrow Way - there is no
middle path. Death crosses both
12
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the Broad and Narrow Way. The
bodies of both believers (those who
have accepted Christ as Saviour)
and unbelievers (those who have not
received Christ) go to the Grave.
The believer’s soul goes to Heaven;
the soul of the unbeliever to Hell.
The Rapture, when Christ returns
to the air and “catches up” all living
believers, could happen at any time.
When this takes place, the bodies
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and souls of those believers who
have already died will be reunited
to stand before the Judgment Seat
of Christ, where their lives will
be evaluated and rewarded. Then
begins a seven-year period called
the Tribulation in which judgment
occurs on the earth, culminating in
the Battle of Armageddon. The
Tribulation will be followed by the
Millennium, when Christ will reign

on the earth for 1,000 years. At the
end of this period, the bodies of
unbelievers will be resurrected and
reunited with their souls to stand at
the Judgment of the Great White
Throne, and then cast into the Lake
of Fire for eternal punishment. New
Heavens and a New Earth will then
be created which will last for eternity. On which road are you?ell
LUKE 16:19-31
Via
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Wrong
The shore in sight

The British naval vessel HMS Orpheus
cut an impressive sight as she moved, in
full sail, towards the lonely, rugged coast of
New Zealand. It was Saturday, February 7,
1863, and a fine clear morning.
The Commodore was on the bridge,
studying the chart and giving commands
to set the course of the ship. Every now
and then he lifted his spyglass to take
a quick look at the signal mast up on
the hill. The signalman was putting up
signals to help guide the ship safely up the
channel, clear of dangerous sandbanks,
and into the harbour.

The shouting

But...what was that commotion? It was
Fred Butler, held as a prisoner on board for
attempting to desert. This man had sailed
into the harbour before. He knew that the
treacherous sandbanks had shifted, and
that a new chart had been drawn up for
ships to follow. He could see from his tiny
porthole that the ship was on the wrong
course. Now he was banging on his door
and shouting.
At last someone unlocked the door.
Out rushed the prisoner onto the bridge,
crying that the ship was ‘going wrong’.
The Commodore showed him his chart.
But Fred Butler cried, in great agitation,
“That’s the wrong chart!” He kept
pointing out the right channel. Men
gathered around, worried.
The Commodore shouted orders for his
men to change the course of the vessel, but
it was too late. There was a great jolt. The
Orpheus had hit a sandbank!

14
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Men were flung off their feet. Guns
came loose and skidded across the deck,
and hatches broke open. The ship swung
round. A great wave swept over her. It was
early afternoon and she was stuck fast.

The shipwreck

Soon the wind arose, and waves broke
over the ship again and again. The
Orpheus began to break up. The men
climbed up the masts and clung to them.
Then it began to get dark. By now the ship
was almost under the water. Suddenly,
with a great crack, the main mast broke
– taking dozens of men with it. Soon the
second mast went down, then the third,
carrying more of the men into the raging
sea. Some grabbed at pieces of wreckage,
some were picked up by a steamer that had
come to help, but most were drawn down
under the waves to drown.
That night, 189 souls, including the
Commodore, perished. Only 69 lived –
among them Fred Butler, who tried to save
the ship.
This tragic event reminds us that life
is uncertain. You sail among the shifting
sands of sin; there are hidden dangers
ahead. You need to follow the right chart.
Otherwise, no matter how careful or how
sincere you are, you will end in shipwreck,
and be lost forever. This was exactly the
problem with the Orpheus. They were
relying on the wrong chart. If you set your
course by the chart of the Word of God,
you will never ‘end up on a sandbank’ and
perish. Your safe arrival in the Heavenly
Harbour will be certain. The Lord Jesus
died so that all who believe in Him might

be saved. He said, “I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish” (John 10:28).
The survivors from the Orpheus were
taken to the signal station. There they
met the distressed signalman. “I gave the
right signals,” he said, “but the ship didn’t
obey them.” Has someone been sharing
the gospel with you? They are giving
you unerring signals for salvation and
deliverance from God’s judgment. You
dare not disobey their message.
Did you note that the one person who
could have saved the Orpheus was shut up
as a prisoner? He called and knocked, but
by the time they decided to listen to him
– it was too late. The Saviour is calling;
don’t ignore Him! Don’t leave it too late to
pay attention to His loving call.
The men were close to the shore, but
most couldn’t reach it. How terrible
it would be to get close to salvation –
‘almost persuaded’ - and then to miss
out. The Bible says, “Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). The
Saviour said, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life” (John 14:6).

Hidden Suitcase
God’s word to us, the Bible, says
“Prepare to meet your God” (Amos
4:12). We learn how to prepare for this
meeting by reading the Bible. We need
a personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ. To help you remember
to make being prepared for eternity
a priority, we have hidden a suitcase
somewhere in this magazine. See if
you can find it! Send us your name
and address to Via Magazine, Box 551,
Portage la Prairie, MB, R1N 3B9, Canada.
Tell us where you found the
suitcase and we will send
you a small prize.
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The Greatest Thief of A ll

L

ast Christmas, I came home to find
that someone had broken into my
house. I had been robbed. It is a
terrible feeling to realize that your home,
a place where you find comfort, privacy
and rest, can be so vulnerable to those
intent on harm. As I tried to get my home
back in order, I began to think about a
greater thief.
Satan is the greatest thief of all. He
controls peoples’ lives. He seeks to keep
us in spiritual darkness, leading us down
various paths that ultimately lead to
hopelessness and confusion. Satan desires
to destroy people and take their souls. He
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robs us of our consciences and takes away
rational thinking. He blinds people so that
they will not believe in the glorious gospel
of Christ and be freed from the power that
sin has over them (2 Corinthians 4:4).
Are you a “blinded” person? Perhaps
you are sitting in jail right now, not sure
where you went wrong. Perhaps you are
a parent who has neglected your children
for a life of pleasure. God sees the heart
and motives. He sees your secret sins. Or
maybe you are a hard working individual
who can never seem to make ends
meet. Life can be lonely and painful.
Sometimes difficulties lead to depression
or even suicidal thoughts. Satan is aware
of the various blows that come our way
and he seeks to use these circumstances
to keep us from the Lord, who could set
us free (John 8:32).
Christ is the answer for your life! He
can give purpose, power and the ability
to live with joy even when life is difficult.
He came to this world to make your life
abundant with His riches of grace, peace
and hope (Ephesians 1:7). He has power
over the greatest thief of all, because He
is the Lord God Almighty. He wants to
give you eternal life (John 10:28). He
conquered sin, death, and Hell at the
cross, so that you would not have to be
eternally separated from God.
If you take your place as a lost sinner,
and put your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
as your Saviour, He will strengthen you
to stand against the ploys of Satan. It’s a
choice you must make. Turn from your
sin, pride, and fear and take hold of His
promise of salvation. Jesus said, “I am the
light of the world. He who follows Me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the light of
life” (John 8:12).

Making Wise
Investment
Deci$ion$

D

o you know what things are really
worth? Houses, cars, and other
material things all have price tags
that may not match the real value of those
objects, nor do they represent their future
value. The Bible gives God’s principles
for valuing things correctly and gives the
consequences for those who do not follow
them.
Look at these principles and ask yourself
if you are making good choices based on
God’s value system.
• Don’t put value on things based only
on the present. We must consider the value
of things in light of eternity. What seems
important today fades into insignificance
when compared to that which is eternal.
A car or a house is of no use when death
comes. At death, God’s salvation is the
most valuable possession because it guarantees entry into Heaven.
• Our souls are our most valuable possession, and embody our minds, emotions
and consciousness. The Bible tells of
people who died but their souls continued
to exist in either a state of life and bliss, or
a state of suffering and remorse. The Lord
Jesus asked, “For what will it profit a man
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange
for his soul?” (Mark 8:36, 37). The answer
is clear - there is no profit for people who

lose their soul because the world in its
entirety would be of no value to them
when they die.
• Our works and good deeds are of
little value because they make no contribution to our eternal destiny. Paul wrote
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord ”
(Romans 6:23). Our best efforts can only
earn death. However, we can possess the
gift of eternal life if we accept, by faith, the
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour.
• The value God places on the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ is
beyond our comprehension. Peter wrote
“Knowing that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, like silver or gold... but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot”
(1 Peter 1:18-19). This universe does not
have enough gold and silver to redeem a
single person, but the sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus Christ at Calvary is so highly valued
by God, it provides redemption for every
person who trusts Him.
As you finish reading this article, test
your investment strategy. Do you value
your soul more than your possessions? Is
your eternal destiny more important than
the present? Do you value the Lord Jesus
Christ, and are you resting on Him for
your redemption?
Via
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o see a naturally occurring
rainbow, conditions have to be just
right. There has to be a lot of water
droplets in the air and the sun has to be at
your back as you look at the droplets.
If these two things are happening then
you will see a rainbow!
Sunlight is made up of different colours
of light. When sunlight enters a water
droplet each colour is refracted
(or bent) a different amount by the water,
so that the colours spread out. When the
colour is reflected from the inside surface
of the droplet, it is refracted again as it
goes back out into the air which spreads
out the colours even more. Since there are
many droplets at different heights above
the ground and each droplet refracts a
colour that reaches our eyes, we are able to
see a complete rainbow.
When I see a rainbow, it lifts my spirit. I
love the colours and am always amazed at
how big it is! But a rainbow can also tell us
some things about God.
A rainbow reminds us that God once
warned the people of Noah’s day about
a coming judgment for their sin. Noah
and his family believed God. They were
saved in the Ark provided through God’s
instruction. We are like the sinners of
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Noah’s day; our sins will also bring us
to judgment. God’s instruction to every
person today, is to trust in the work of
the Lord Jesus Christ. At the cross, He
provided for the forgiveness of our sins.
The person who trusts Him is saved from
that judgment.
When the conditions are right, a person
can see a rainbow. The conditions are now
‘right’ for a person to be saved. Christ has
already paid for the sin of the whole world
when He died on the cross. You can accept
His work for yourself now.
I may look at a rainbow while another
person stands some distance from me.
That person would also see a rainbow,
but because the light reaches them at
a different angle, that person sees the
rainbow in a slightly different part of
the sky than I do. In a similar way, every
person who is saved has ‘seen’ the Lord
Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation,
but every person’s salvation experience is
different in some way.
God has saved people in their homes or
at work, while reading the Bible or while
hearing something said. Your salvation
will be unique and personal to you, but all
who believe have the same Saviour. Trust
Christ today!

I

t was Shriya Shah-Klorfine’s lifelong
dream to reach the summit of the
planet’s tallest peak. For two years
she prepared for her climb. Carrying a
20 kg backpack, she ran 19 km a day on
trails and hills near her home. She also
took karate, cardiovascular exercises and
rock climbing seriously. In 2012, with her
lifelong goal in sight, she mortgaged her
home to raise money to cover the costs of
her expedition.
It must have been an exhilarating
moment when Shriya reached the summit
of Mt. Everest, but tragedy was soon to
strike. The mountain was crowded with
climbers, causing delays in the dangerous
region known as the ‘death zone’. The
delay, coupled with a sudden storm and
trouble with her oxygen supply, took its
toll on the 33 year old Canadian climber.
On her descent, just 250 metres from
Camp Four, Shriya perished. Her last
words, “Save me,” headlined news stories
around the world. She had realized that
she wouldn’t make it unless someone else
was able to save her.
In a spiritual context, those same two
words “save me” have great significance.
Totally unrelated to this story, but relevant
to people on the spiritual journey of life,
this cry for help makes the difference
between perishing and being saved spiritually. Tragically, many well-intentioned
people add up the positives in their lives,
hoping they outweigh the negatives. They
factor in their religion, their acts of charity
and their deeds of kindness. Connecting
all the dots, their lives seem to be pointing
upwards and they are hopeful of reaching
the summit - Heaven.
The reality is no one can successfully
reach the summit alone. Sin has
disqualified and fundamentally
compromised the ability of anyone on

Last Words on

Mt. Everest

earth to be accepted by God based on
their own ability or their own record.
God’s Word is unmistakable. All have
sinned and all, without exception, fall
below God’s standard of righteousness
(Romans 3:23).
Have you realized that spiritually
you are perishing because of your sins?
Romans 6:23 says: “The wages of sin is
death.” If you linger too long in your sins
in the ‘death zone’, you will perish. There
is no reason why your story should have a
tragic ending. Your immediate response
should be: “If that’s the reality, then I need
to be saved. Lord, save me!” Not only is
the Lord near to save you from your sins
and from going to a lost Hell, but He
wants to save you; and better still, He is
able. Could the Lord Jesus Christ have
expressed His love for you in stronger
terms than by dying on the cross and
taking the punishment that you deserve?
heaven4sure.com
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Plans
W h en
M

y name is Lezar. I’m 23 and I
was born in the Philippines.
Along with my sister and
brother, I was given the privilege of growing up in a Christian home, although in
my late teens I did not consider my home
a blessing.
We immigrated to Canada when I was
three years old. We were surrounded by
family and friends. I enjoyed my childhood in Winnipeg, Manitoba. We went
to church every Sunday, and I attended
a Christian school. I accepted what my
parents taught me. I memorized Bible
verses, sang songs, and learned about Bible
stories. I just accepted everything as it was
given to me.
In 2001, my parents decided to move
to Lethbridge, Alberta. They liked the
church there and felt it would benefit their
spiritual lives. I was confused, upset and
angry. There were hundreds of churches in
Winnipeg including the one we attended.
What was wrong with them? We had
friends, family, a house and jobs - why
leave? I was still only 13 years old so I was
dragged along in the move.
I started to adjust to life in Lethbridge
but then conflict came into the church we
were attending. I thought about all we had
left behind to come to this broken church
and became very resentful. I began to hate
my parents, hate Christians and hate God.
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Throughout my later teenage years and
early twenties, I sought the meaning of life
and death. I questioned my purpose in life
and the existence of God. I felt purposeless. The more I thought about it, the
more helpless and hopeless I felt.
In 2009 my brother, Elijah died in
an accident. It was so unexpected. Here
was yet another example of the fragile

I questioned my
purpose in life and the
existence of God.
and temporal nature of life. What was
the point of living, if life was pointless,
uncertain and uncontrollable? The following year I couldn’t handle life anymore.
My hatred burned strongly within me.
I wanted revenge against my parents.
Indifferent to all consequences, I planned
on taking something dear to them, their
daughter, my sister, Leia.
The night I tried to carry out my plan,
God had His plan. Face to face with
my sister, I froze, unable to harm her.
Through God’s divine providence, He
prevented such a tragic outcome. Praise
the Lord! I was carried away by the police
and eventually found myself in a mental
health facility. I was diagnosed with
clinical depression.

CO L L ID E
I thought of myself as innocent; everybody else was to blame for my bitterness.
Knowing that I couldn’t kill anyone else,
I planned to kill myself. I was going to
show everyone the consequence for what
they had done to me.
In January, 2012 I stood in my room,
lighter in one hand and fuel in the other.
I was going to burn to death. God had
something else in store for me. I fled the
house, unable to endure the thick, black
smoke. My eyes blinded, I had to feel my
way out of the house. Even though I had
barricaded the exits, I was able to make it
outside. There I collapsed on the ground.
Then I was whisked away by paramedics.
I awoke an entire month later. I had
sunk to my lowest point. I had lost my
possessions, my health and my freedom. I
was stuck in a hospital bed with the prospect of prison before me. I had no hope.
Fortunately, I have been blessed with
strong Christian parents who visited me
often. Unlike me, they were filled with
hope. My dad held strongly to Romans
8:28, which he constantly shared with
me. “We know that all things work together
for good to those who love God.”
God had already begun to work in me.
Just a month earlier, I angrily shut up
anyone who tried to speak to me of the
Bible. Yet now, I wanted to know Him.
I wanted the hope He gives, but I was

doubtful and confused. I wasn’t sure I
could be saved.
One of my visiting friends gave me a
Bible. He suggested I start to read the
Gospel of John. Right in the first chapter,
a verse touched me. “The next day John
saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!”(John 1:29).
I cried. Oh, how powerful, how loving
is this God! He takes away the sin of
the world! Before, I shunned a God who

Oh, how powerful, how
loving is this God!
created my tragic existence but now I
wanted to worship Him. He is so glorious
and magnificent in every way. I continued to read John, and after finishing it,
after seeing the burden Christ bore for
our sins, after reading of His glorious
resurrection, I prayed. I asked the Lord
for forgiveness and repented of my sins of my hatred.
I would be lying if I were to say that it
will all be easy from now on. I am still in
hospital, unsure of what is going to happen. My new faith may waver and I may
struggle but I know that it is all worth
it. In the end, I will be able to be in His
glorious presence forever.
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FREE READING MATERIAL
To learn more about the Bible and its message for you please request from the
following list up to two items (North America only). Your request will be sent to
you without cost or obligation.
If you have any spiritual questions that you would like to discuss, please feel free
to contact us. We promise to provide clear answers from the Bible.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
NAME
ADDRESS
POSTAL/ZIP CODE

n New Testament
n THE GOOD TEST. A 17 minute DVD involving real life interviews that
dramatically show how good we must be to get into Heaven.
n Ultimate Questions. This 32-page colourful booklet answers 12
questions people might well ask about God and spiritual realities.
n LIVING YOUR NEW LIFE. A booklet packed with good advice for new
believers.

Correspondence Courses. In addition you may also request any of the
following free Bible courses to study in your own home.
n The Bible – What’s in it for you? An introductory study course
for young people or adults who are not familiar with the Bible.
n What the Bible Teaches. A study course for adults containing 12
lessons about God, Jesus Christ, salvation, Heaven, and a number of other
topics.
n NewLife Bible Studies. A three-year course of monthly studies aimed
at young people aged 17 and older. Informative and interesting!
n Bible-Time Four grades of studies for children aged 5 to 16 years. A monthly,
attractive, modern and exciting way to learn about the Bible with stories,
questions and puzzles. (Pictures to color for younger grades only.)
View Bibletime & NewLife courses online at www.bible-n-more.com and learn
about the PBS Centre.
Parents must complete details below before their children receive Bibletime
lessons. Attach a list of additional names if necessary.
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